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Protecting the 

environment while 

providing the essential 

service of operating  

and maintaining the 

electric grid to help 

keep the lights on 

is a top priority for 

American Transmission Co.  

This grid is a vital part  

of the communities  

we serve. 

As a team, we work to safely and 
cost‑effectively meet the electric needs 
of more than 5 million consumers  
while consistently demonstrating our 
strong environmental commitment. 
Together, we work to ensure that we are 
in compliance with state and federal 
environmental rules, we get hands‑on 
while volunteering in our communities 
and we collaborate to identify ways 
to make sustainable environmental 
enhancements in our rights‑of‑way.

Our team is comprised of 
environmental project managers with 
diverse expertise in areas such as 
avian protection, wildlife, pollinator 
habitats and study, permitting and 
compliance. This experience and 
our collaborative spirit have helped 
us earn awards and designations 
from state and national groups year 
after year. We are proud to support 
American Transmission Co.’s vision 
of being the nation’s premier energy 
delivery partner. We live our values 
by demonstrating our commitment to 
environmental leadership and care for 
the environment.
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Michelle Stokes 
Manager, Environmental 
Department
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Demonstrating environmental  
stewardship in Michigan

ATC earned the designation as 
a member of Michigan’s Clean 
Corporate Citizen (C3) Program 
in 2012. The C3 Program is a 
voluntary Michigan Department of 
Environmental Quality program 
for regulated companies that have 
demonstrated strong environmental 
performance and a commitment to 
continual environmental improvement. 
Candidates demonstrate facility‑specific 
environmental management systems, 
active pollution prevention initiatives, 
and a consistent record of compliance 
with state and federal environmental 
requirements.

The C3 Program is built 
on the concept that 
Michigan businesses that 
consistently demonstrate 
environmental stewardship and 
pollution prevention can be relied on to 
carry out their environmental protection 
responsibilities. 

Wisconsin Sustainable Business  
Council Green Masters Program 

ATC entered the Green Masters 
Program in 2016 and is proud of 
our Green Professional designation. 
The program, run by the Wisconsin 
Sustainable Business Council, is 
a recognition and assessment 
program for businesses interested in 
continuous improvement, improving 
environmental performance, and 
sustainability initiatives. 

The program enables companies 
to compare their sustainability 
performance to other companies in 
their sector, which includes utilities, 
municipalities and businesses.

ATC in 2017 used 
the program 
assessment tools 
to improve our 
environmental performance and 
sustainability scores.
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American Transmission Co. is committed to continuous improvement and environmental leadership in all 
aspects of our business. ATC demonstrates this commitment through the following:

Compliance and impact reduction – Leading the industry by using new and innovative approaches in complying 
with regulatory requirements, reducing environmental impacts, controlling costs and serving our customers.

Engagement – Providing employees and contractors with the tools to demonstrate our environmental 
commitment through education, training, community involvement and stewardship. 

Collaborative partnerships – Proactively working with regulators and stakeholders to identify opportunities for 
involvement and environmental enhancement.

ATC’s environmental policy is to implement responsible actions by integrating a management system that supports 
our vision of being America’s premier energy delivery partner. 

Environmental commitment  
and policy statement
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Mussel relocation in Wisconsin River 
for Badger Coulee Project

ATC environmental contractors from 
Stantec searched the sandy bottom of the 
Wisconsin River edge near the Badger 
Coulee Project right‑of‑way looking for 
mussels in the summer. The work was 
part of environmental compliance efforts 
to relocate endangered mussels from the 
construction area to protect the species. 
Crews also installed and maintained 
nearly 20 miles of snake exclusion 
fencing placed along the route to protect 
the Eastern Massasauga Rattlesnake.

Environmental protection in action

Beautifying substation 
landscapes while 
promoting pollinators
ATC worked with environmental contractors 
on a pollinator enhancement project following 
construction and vegetation management 
activities at a substation in Racine, Wis. Work 
included invasive species removal, pollinator 
enhancement seeding, and monitoring  
pre‑ and post‑restoration progress to measure 
success. This site was significantly degraded 
due to numerous invasive species, lack of 
vegetation diversity and its location in an 
industrial setting. In May 2017, the team 
was pleased to see their diligent efforts 
pay off when they observed diverse and 
native vegetative growth emerging after 
removal of the invasive shrubs and trees. 
ATC has committed to a multi‑year pollinator 
enhancement project for the property.

ATC also developed a landscape plan for the 
new Tiger Substation, located in Clinton, Wis., 
that was built as part of the Colley Road‑Brick 
Church Rebuild Project. ATC’s environmental 
contractor developed a restoration plan that 
would work with the landscape and also 
provide seasonal interest and habitat for 
pollinators. Seeding work and other activities 
were conducted in 2017 and the project is 
expected to be placed in service in 2018.
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Contractors work to restore a Racine, Wis., 
substation with a seed mix that will benefit 
pollinators.



Bay Beach Wildlife Sanctuary  
pollinator project

Phase two of ATC’s Grow Smart® 
initiative kicked off in May 2017 and is 
intended to attract bees, butterflies and 
other pollinators to a transmission line 
right‑of‑way that borders the Green Bay, 
Wis., Bay Beach Wildlife Sanctuary. 

The first phase of this pollinator project 
began in 2015, when ATC vegetation 
management contractors used mowers 
to remove invasive species, such as 

buckthorn, from approximately six acres 
of the right‑of‑way. Herbicides were 
then selectively applied to the remaining 
invasive species in 2016. In 2017, ATC 
environmental contractor, Cardno, and  
ATC volunteers used equipment to 
broadcast a pollinator seed mix over 
2.5 acres of the right‑of‑way to establish 
pollinator habitat. Earlier that year, ATC 
established a partnership with the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service for this project. As part 
of the agreement, the USFWS supplied the 
seed mix for the project.

Practicing our environmental ethic

Innovation and avian protection along 
rebuild from Prairie du Sac to Portage, Wis. 

The Dam Heights to Portage Rebuild 
Project team used ATC’s new Solo‑Driver™ 
pole installation method to minimize 
environmental impacts and decrease 
construction time. This innovative solution 
requires less equipment, diminishes 
ground disturbance, and results in fewer 
environmental impacts. The method involves 
the use of a vibratory hammer, requiring 
little to no excess soil to be removed from 
the worksite. In comparison, a crew using 
the direct‑bury method may dig a hole that 
results in 5 to 50 yards of soil that must be 
managed on site or removed.

Environmental project managers also 
coordinated the installation of two new 
osprey nesting platforms on both sides 
of the Wisconsin River in Portage. These 
platforms replaced a single platform on an 
island where a lattice transmission structure 
was being removed as part of the project.

Construction contractors keep an  
eye out to protect wildlife 

Contractors who work in the field are our 
eyes and ears. We count on them to pay 
attention to wildlife, take measures to 
prevent disturbing it, and to protect sensitive 
areas. Here are just a few of the many 

“good catches” from 2017:

Astute Henkels & McCoy crew members 
were filling woodpecker holes on an ATC line 
when they discovered a bird in one of the 
cavities. They stopped work and waited for 
the bird to fly on before continuing the work.

While removing a lattice structure, Henkels & 
McCoy workers on a separate project spotted 
a duck flying out of a work area. Upon further 
investigation, they found a nest and eggs 
nearby. They stopped work and notified the 
ATC environmental team. Work was halted 
until the ducklings hatched and fledged.

Some frogs were given a helping hand by 
crews at the North Madison Substation. 
Crews observed frogs stuck in a trench and 
stopped work so they could remove and 
relocate the frogs before dewatering the 
trench. 

Crews also spotted a killdeer nest in gravel 
at a substation in Racine, Wis., and coned off 
the area to protect the nesting site. Another 
group of workers took similar measures at a 
substation in Whitewater, Wis.

ATC construction contractor MJ Electric also 
keenly spotted these tiny killdeer eggs and 
worked to protect the nest, which was found 
along the North Appleton‑Morgan Project. 
This was one of many occasions when MJ 
crews observed and acted to protect wildlife. 
Four other nest locations were protected 
during construction.
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Our environmental commitment is an important part of the way we 

do business. This commitment is demonstrated through sponsorships, 

volunteering, employee engagement and our office environments.



Improving habitat for Great Blue  
Herons in Waukesha, Wis.

Over the course of a few years, an ATC 
environmental project manager watched 
as a number of Great Blue Herons 
nested in wetlands located adjacent 
to ATC’s Arcadian Substation property. 
After identifying a need to improve the 
habitat, which had dwindled to a lone 
cottonwood tree, ATC enlisted the help 
of contractor Henkels & McCoy in late 
2017. Henkels & McCoy volunteered to 
construct and install eight structures  
with three nesting platforms on each 
structure. This type of installation, often 
called a rookery, is expected to provide  
a significant improvement to the habitat 
for the birds.

While it is optimal to work in wetland 
areas when the ground is frozen, 
Mother Nature had other plans. This 
required some creative access plans 
and the use of a special piece of 
equipment. A marsh buggy, which is 
a low‑ground‑pressure, wide‑tracked 
construction vehicle, enabled the crews 
to access the work area with minimal 
ground disturbance and compaction.  
ATC will be monitoring the area and 
awaiting the arrival of the blue‑gray 
beauties in spring.

Helping ospreys take flight  
with nesting platforms

ATC donated two osprey platforms to The 
Feather Wildlife Rehabilitation & Education 
Center in New London, Wis. Across ATC’s 
service area, we have installed more than 
100 osprey nesting platforms on or adjacent 
to transmission structures. The platforms 
support successful breeding of this 
once‑declining species.

New digs for Juneau County, Wis., osprey

ATC combined efforts with the Department 
of Natural Resources Wisconsin Rapids office 
and a Mauston Alliant Energy crew to install 
a new osprey nest box in the Castle Rock 
Lake area. The nest box was provided by the 
DNR, and ATC donated the pole.

$56,000 awarded to communities for 
plantings and pollinator promotion

In 2017, we awarded $56,000 to 
27 communities in our service area to 
plant trees and other vegetation as part 
of our Community Planting Program. 
Communities use the funds to purchase 
and plant vegetation in compliance with 
ATC’s maintenance standards, keeping 
a safe distance from high‑voltage 
electric transmission lines. ATC has 
awarded nearly $300,000 to more than 
175 communities for planting projects 
over the past five years. ATC also made 
contributions to support pollinator 
planting projects in two Wisconsin 
communities.
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Stewardship
We supported a number of environmental and 
conservation‑focused events and organizations 
throughout 2017, including:

g	Baird Creek Preservation Foundation

g	Clean Lakes Alliance

g	Friends of the Pheasant Branch Conservancy

g	Hank Aaron State Trail 5K Run/Walk

g	Henry Vilas Zoo

g	 Ice Age Trail Alliance Summer Saunters 
program (pictured above)

g	Mequon Nature Preserve

g	Nelson Institute for Environmental Studies

g	Schumacher Farm Park

g	Trees for Tomorrow

g	Wisconsin Wetlands Association

g	Woodland Dunes Nature Center & Preserve

ATC’s Avian Tracking Tool provides a 
comprehensive resource for planning 
appropriate protection measures 
when designing new projects, 
rebuilding existing lines or performing 
maintenance on our system. 



WMC Business Friend of the 
Environment Award

ATC in August 2017 was recognized with 
the Business Friend of the Environment – 
Environmental Stewardship award from 
Wisconsin Manufacturers & Commerce. 
The annual award recognizes companies 
that demonstrate environmental 
leadership and take a cooperative 
approach toward improving the 
environment. ATC received the award for 
our industry‑leading efforts to support 
pollinator habitats and improve bird 
safety around our transmission facilities. 

Mequon Nature Preserve planting

A team of ATC and Mequon Nature 
Preserve volunteers braved a late 
September heat wave to hand‑plant 3,300 
native plants in a half‑acre section of 
transmission line right‑of‑way near  
the entrance of the preserve.

Months earlier, ATC environmental 
contractor, Cardno, designed a site layout, 
that included a walking path throughout 
the vast garden, and featured selections 
from our Grow Smart® pollinator planting 
guide to demonstrate how the plants 
would eventually look. Cardno transported 
the plants in small plug form to the 
preserve. The effort should eventually 
produce rotating blooms of vegetation  
that will attract pollinators and create 
visual interest. 

Collecting seeds for  
Clean Lakes Alliance

A group of ATC volunteers from the 
Madison, Wis., area ventured out in late 
September heat to collect wildflower 
seeds for the Clean Lakes Alliance as part 
of a partnership with the Dane County 
Parks. In addition to clipping seed pods 
from plants such as wild bergamot, they 
learned how the seeds are dried, stored 
and used to help promote habitat that 
benefits the lakes and wildlife.
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NBA Trees for Threes

In a partnership with the Milwaukee 
Bucks, ATC will donate one tree for 
every 3‑point basket the Bucks 
make at home games during the 
2017‑2018 season. With more than  
350 3‑pointers last season, the  
Trees for Threes partnership means 
plenty of planting opportunities for 
selected school groups, who will team  
up with ATC and the Bucks at season’s 
end to plant the trees. 

Party for the Planet, pollinators

As part of our Grow Smart® program, 
ATC promotes low‑growing plants that 
attract pollinators, such as birds, bees 
and butterflies. For the 12th year, ATC 
sponsored the Milwaukee County Zoo’s 
Party for the Planet where we focused on 
pollinator education. More than 10,000 
guests walked through the Zoo gates  
that weekend, and many visited our 
booth and played our child‑friendly 
pollinator games.

Supporting an accessible  
fishing pier in Green Bay

A new pier designed specifically for 
people with disabilities, young children 
and the elderly is ready for anglers in 
Green Bay, Wis. The new urban fishing 
pier at the Bay Beach Wildlife Sanctuary’s 
Manger Lagoon replaces two older, 
less‑accessible docks. ATC helped 
sponsor Leadership Green Bay’s work, 
turning an idea for the dock into a reality. 
The pier will host school programs, 
groups with members who have limited 
mobility, and Sanctuary and Department 
of Natural Resources fishing classes.
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About ATC
g Formed in 2001 as the nation’s first multi‑state, transmission‑only utility

g Owner and operator of more than 9,600 miles of transmission lines and 554 substations

g  Meeting the electric needs of more than five million people in 72 counties in Wisconsin,  
Michigan, Minnesota and Illinois

g  ATC is a member of the Green Masters Program, a recognition and assessment program for  
Wisconsin businesses interested in improving and being recognized for their sustainability initiatives.

g  ATC is a C3 company, recognized by the Michigan Department of Environmental  
Quality as a Clean Corporate Citizen for its strong environmental performance and commitment  
to continual environmental improvement.
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Measuring our  
2017 performance

76%
OF CONSTRUCTION WASTE 

(1,634 TONS) RECYCLED, WITH A  
TOTAL SAVINGS OF MORE THAN 

$276,700

278,435 pounds
OF OFFICE WASTE RECYCLED

ATC EMPLOYEES USED OUR FIVE HYBRID 
ELECTRIC VEHICLES TO DRIVE  

MORE THAN 110,000 MILES IN 2017,  
AVOIDING ABOUT 

3,700 pounds 
OF GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS. 

727 
ESTIMATED MILES OF TRANSMISSION 
LINE REVIEWED FOR ENVIRONMENTAL 

SENSITIVITIES

Our Green Masters and C3 membership  
helps us set clear goals for improving  

our environmental performance.

Environmental 
leadership
ATC lives its environmental values. The corporate 
headquarters earned a LEED Gold designation 
from the U.S. Green Building Council in 2009 for its 
many special features including a green roof, solar 
panels and natural lighting. Preferred parking for 
employees with eco‑friendly vehicles and electric 
vehicle charging stations are featured at company 
locations. ATC also has been recognized with 
several environmental designations and awards, 
which include:

n   Recognition for environmental innovation on 
the Rockdale‑West Middleton Transmission 
Line Project by Wisconsin Manufacturers & 
Commerce. An independent panel of judges 
included representatives from the Wisconsin 
Department of Natural Resources, the University 
of Wisconsin and environmental groups.

n   Receiving the TreeLine USA® designation every 
year since 2008.

n   Recognition by the Wisconsin Urban Forestry 
Council with its annual Innovations in Urban 
Forestry Award. The award was presented to 
ATC for its Grow Smart Community Planting 
Program, which, over the past four years, has 
awarded nearly $300,000 to more than 175 
communities for planting projects.

n   Receiving the Invasive Species Management and 
Green Infrastructure awards from the Wildlife 
Habitat Council.
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De Pere

Pewaukee
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ATC O�ces
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Helping to keep the lights on,  
businesses running  
and communities strong®

P.O. Box 47      

Waukesha, WI 53187‑0047      

Toll‑free: (866) 899‑3204 
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