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A reliable and safe electric transmission system is vital to the more than five million electric 

consumers in the communities we serve. We share an appreciation for the environment with 

them, and we work continually to balance that appreciation with our obligation to operate and 

maintain the grid to help keep the lights on, businesses running and communities strong. 

Protecting the environment is always a top priority at American Transmission Co. 

In 2016 we announced our company’s new vision to 
become the nation’s premier energy delivery partner. 
ATC’s environmental team is poised to support 
this vision through our dedicated partnerships with 
regulatory agencies, the communities we serve and 
our construction department. These partnerships help 
us maintain an exceptional record of environmental 
compliance and minimize the impacts of our work.

Our attention to the environment begins long before 
we begin construction or perform maintenance. We 
use multiple methods, including on-site visits, remote 
sensing and database analysis to identify and assess 
possible areas of concern. We include stakeholders 
early in the process to help us better understand  
the resources, minimize impacts and protect the 
environment. 
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Our environmental management system, training 
program, Pollinator Program, construction planning 
and Avian Protection Program are a few of the 
many tools that we use to ensure we help protect 
the environment and have a positive impact in our 
communities.

Part of being the nation’s premier energy delivery 
partner also means that we often go beyond 
regulatory requirements with significant environmental 
stewardship and project enhancements. In this report, 
we hope the many stories shared bring to life  
our partnership to protect the environment.

Michelle Stokes,  
Manager, Environmental Department



AtC demonstrAtes this Commitment through the following:

Compliance and impact reduction – Leading by using new and innovative approaches in complying with 
regulatory requirements, reducing environmental impacts, controlling costs and serving our customers.

Engagement – Providing employees and contractors with the tools to demonstrate our environmental 
commitment through education, training, community involvement and stewardship. 

Collaborative partnerships – Proactively working with regulators and stakeholders to identify opportunities  
for involvement and environmental enhancement.

Environmental commitment and designations 
ATC is committed to environmental leadership in all aspects of our business to support our vision  

of being America’s premier energy delivery partner. 
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wisConsin sustAinAble business  

CounCil green mAsters ProgrAm

ATC entered the Green Masters Program in late 
2016 with a Green Professional designation. 
The program, run by the Wisconsin Sustainable 
Business Council, is a recognition and assessment 
program for businesses interested in continuous 
improvement, improving environmental 
performance and being recognized for  
sustainability initiatives. 

The program enables companies to benchmark 
themselves and compare their sustainability 
performance to other companies in their sector. 

The program includes  
a broad spectrum of 
participants, including  
utilities, municipalities  
and businesses.

demonstrAting environmentAl 

stewArdshiP in miChigAn

ATC earned the designation as a member 
of Michigan’s Clean Corporate Citizen (C3) 
Program in December 2012. The C3 Program is a voluntary 
Michigan Department of Environmental Quality program 
for regulated companies that have demonstrated strong 
environmental performance and a commitment to continual 
environmental improvement. Candidates demonstrate 
facility-specific environmental management systems, 
active pollution-prevention initiatives, and a consistent 
record of compliance with state and federal environmental 
requirements.

The C3 program is built on the concept that Michigan 
businesses that consistently demonstrate environmental 
stewardship and pollution prevention can be relied on to 
carry out their environmental protection responsibilities. 
C3 companies enjoy greater regulatory flexibility than 
those that have not been recognized for the same level of 
environmental awareness.



Prior to starting construction, we conduct 
environmental surveys to identify any 
threatened or endangered species. Then 
we work with environmental regulators to 
minimize any potential impacts to listed 
plants or animals.

As part of the environmental review  
of two construction projects in 2016,  
we identified areas that could be suitable 
habitat for the Eastern Massasauga 
Rattlesnake. The snake is a state and 
federally listed endangered species.  
These small, heavy-bodied venomous 
snakes are approximately two feet long 
and are generally found along rivers in  
wetland areas.

We implemented a number of 
conservation measures to protect the 

Environmental protection in action 

Snake exclusion fencing, conservation measures used on 

projects in Wisconsin

endangered snakes along the Badger 
Coulee Project and a rebuild project in 
Columbia County, Wis.

Environmental experts conducted sweeps 
of work areas identified as suitable habitat 
for the snakes prior to any right-of-way 
vegetation removal. The Wisconsin 
Department of Natural Resources 
reviewed and approved our plans for 
installing miles of snake exclusion fencing 
along the construction rights-of-way. 
Crews also installed plywood snake cover 
boards, which help the snakes regulate 
their body temperature. Additionally, crews 
installed mat roads, which provide a flat 
surface that enables crews to spot any 
animals in the right-of-way. Crews also 
were trained on the protocol for reporting 
snake sightings to environmental monitors.

The Eastern Massasauga Rattlesnake is a 

state and federally listed endangered species. 

ATC implemented a number of conservation 

measures to protect the snakes in 2016.
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A wAtChful eye on wildlife  

in the field

Astute MJ Electric construction crews 
noticed a nest of baby kestrels in a wood 
pole while rebuilding a transmission line 
from Montello to Wautoma, Wis. The pole 
replacement was delayed until the kestrels 
left the nest. 

Crews also identified and avoided a nest of 
killdeer chicks at the Morgan Substation in 
northeastern Wisconsin. Substations are 
ideal locations for killdeer nests because the 
birds prefer to nest in open grounds, usually 
in gravel, and make slight depressions to 
hold the eggs. 

A crew member also stopped his truck in 
the construction right-of-way after seeing a 
turtle. The turtle was moved to safety and 
later identified as a Blandings turtle, which 
is a special concern species in Wisconsin.

nAturAl PlAntings enhAnCe 

right‑of‑wAy At A County PArk

We worked with Fond du Lac County, 
Wis., representatives on a plan to remove 
invasive species and incompatible invasive 
vegetation, including boxelder trees, reed 
canary grass and sandbar willow shrubs, 
from a right-of-way near a county park 
entrance. Contractors will plant a variety 
of native plants that provide beautiful color, 
texture and habitat for pollinators that will be 
compatible with other areas of the park that 
are managed as a native prairie.

Birds, bats, bees, butterflies, beetles and small 
mammals that pollinate plants are responsible for 
one out of every three bites of food we eat. They 
also sustain our ecosystems and natural resources 
by helping plants reproduce. Many pollinator 
populations are declining, and this decline is 
attributed, in part, to a loss in habitat.   

A number of recent federal and state conservation 
strategies for promoting pollinators identify 
utility rights-of-way as key to the success of 
widespread pollinator habitat development. We 
have developed a Pollinator Program to facilitate 
the development of pollinator habitat in our 
rights-of-way. Part of this program includes using 
enhanced seed mixes during project restoration 
activities. Project teams, construction contractors 
and ATC environmental project managers work 
together to determine where the enhanced 
mixes may benefit pollinator species. The mixes 
have been designed to provide flowering forbs 
throughout the growing season. 

We have developed the Pollinator Opportunities 
Within Rights-of-Way model to help us identify 
priority areas for pollinator conservation. The focus 
of this effort was to identify and prioritize which 
areas of rights-of-way can be enhanced with 
integrated vegetation management techniques 

and appropriate seed mixes. The model helps 
us evaluate how various construction and 
maintenance activities can support pollinator 
habitat restoration.

Another part of the program includes proactive 
planning and coordination to protect pollinators 
that are federally listed and those being 
considered for listing. The rusty patched 
bumble bee was recently listed as endangered 
and the monarch butterfly is currently 
being considered for federal listing by the 
United States Fish and Wildlife Service. ATC is 
proactively working with the USFWS to discuss 
the opportunity for candidate conservation 
agreements with assurances or habitat 
conservation plans should the monarch be listed. 
Generally these agreements and plans provide 
participants with assurances that, if they engage 
in certain conservation actions for specific species, 
they will not be required to implement additional 
conservation measures.

We also are collaborating with other utilities 
through the Rights of Way as Habitat Working 
Group and forming working relationships with 
pollinator advocacy groups to ensure we are doing 
our part to help conserve habitat for pollinators.

Working to promote, protect pollinators

new tool enhAnCes  

AviAn ProteCtion ProgrAm

We began tracking avian interactions with 
our transmission lines nearly 10 years ago. 
This information is used to identify areas 
where incidents, including bird fatalities 
from collisions and electrocutions, occur on 
our system. As part of our compliance plan, 
we report bird injuries and fatalities to the 
USFWS.

To go beyond simple reporting, we worked 
with our GIS department to develop an 
avian tracking tool, which allows us to 
map avian events and nests as well as use 
statistics to assign a risk level to lines on our 
system. This robust tool will allow us to plan 
for appropriate protection measures when 
proposing new projects, rebuilding lines or 
performing maintenance.
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Avian Protection Program



#

$50,000 AwArded to Communities  

for PlAntings

We awarded $50,000 in 2016 to 27 
communities in our service area to plant 
trees and other vegetation as part of our 
Community Planting Program. Recipients 
use the funds to purchase vegetation and 
plant in compliance with ATC’s maintenance 
standards for keeping a safe distance from 
high-voltage electric transmission lines in 
their community. We’re proud of the success 
of the program, which has awarded nearly 
$240,000 to more than 150 communities for 
planting projects over the past four years.

eArth dAys of CAring

For our Earth Days of Caring, employees 
volunteered for a spring cleanup at the 
University of Wisconsin-Arboretum’s 
Longenecker Horticultural Gardens in 
Madison, Wis. We planted trees at Bay 
Beach Wildlife Sanctuary in Green Bay, Wis., 
to help mitigate the effects the emerald ash 
borer beetle has had on the property.  We 
also distributed pollinator seed balls in Weiss 
Park, located in Allouez, Wis.  In Newburg, 
Wis., our employee volunteers built a 
boardwalk to help complete a section of trail 
at Riveredge Nature Center. In Michigan’s 
Upper Peninsula, employees distributed tree 
seedlings at the Dickinson Conservation 
District annual tree sale.

reving it uP with hybrid fleet

With electric vehicle charging stations 
installed at ATC offices, we introduced in 
2016 a fleet of five Chevy Volt plug-in hybrid 
electric vehicles for employee business 
travel. Providing the hybrid electric vehicle 
fleet for employees is an expression of our 
commitment to the environment. At the same 
time, carpooling and electric vehicle use are 
delivering significant savings in travel costs. 

PArtnering with miChigAn AgenCies  

to build A reCreAtion trAil 

We left a trail on our Holmes-Old Mead 
Road Project in Michigan’s Upper Peninsula. 
We turned an abandoned rail corridor near 
the eastern half of the new 58-mile line 
into a multipurpose recreation trail for the 
public. The 26-mile trail was built between 
Hermansville and Escanaba, Mich., through 
a unique partnership with the Michigan 
Department of Transportation and the 
Michigan Department of Natural Resources, 
which now owns and maintains the trail. 

Practicing our environmental ethic 
Our environmental commitment is an important part of the way 

we do business. This commitment is demonstrated through 

sponsorships, volunteering, employee engagement and our 

office environments.

We partnered with the 

Michigan Department 

of Transportation and 

Department of Natural 

Resources to build a 

recreation trail along our 

Holmes‑Old Mead Road 

line in Michigan.
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Promoting osPrey PoPulAtion

Our environmental team helped a wildlife 
rehabilitator and educator looking for assistance 
with installing an osprey platform on the 
west side of Little Lake Butte des Morts in 
Wisconsin. An Eagle Scout built the platform, 
and we coordinated with our construction 
contractor, Henkels & McCoy, who secured 
a pole to donate and installed it. We also 
worked with The Feather Wildlife Rehabilitation 
and Education Center to donate two nesting 
platforms in May to help relocate osprey nests 
away from We Energies power poles.

wood turtle hAbitAt restorAtion

We provided funding to the Wisconsin 
Department of Natural Resources for 
wood turtle habitat restoration near our 
Arrowhead-Weston transmission line in 
northern Wisconsin. Wood turtles prefer rivers 
and streams with adjacent wetlands and upland 
deciduous forests. Restoration of wood turtle 
habitat also provides habitat for other species 
including frogs, amphibians and birds. 

nbA trees for threes

In a new partnership with the Milwaukee Bucks, 
ATC will donate one tree for every three-point 
basket the Bucks make at home games 
during the 2016-2017 season. With more than 
200 three-pointers expected, the Trees for 
Threes partnership means plenty of planting 
opportunities for selected school groups, who 
will team up with us and the Bucks at season’s 
end to plant the trees. 

grow smArt® sweePstAkes 

We conducted a Grow Smart® Sweepstakes 
inviting a group of landowners with 
transmission lines on their properties to enter a 
chance to win a landscaping consultation with 
gardening expert Melinda Myers and planting 
project on their property. A Mount Calvary, Wis., 
woman who has a 345-kV transmission line on 
her property was the winner. Grow Smart® is 
our program aimed at educating landowners 
and the general public about a variety of 
low-growing vegetation that can be planted  
the smart way – a safe distance from 
transmission lines. 

PArty for the PlAnet, PollinAtors

As part of our Grow Smart® program, we’ve 
been promoting low-growing plants that 
attract pollinators, such as birds, bees and 
butterflies. For the 11th year, we sponsored the 
Milwaukee County Zoo’s Party for the Planet 
where we focused on pollinator education. 
More than 10,000 guests walked through the 
zoo gates that weekend, and many visited our 
child-friendly pollinator game. Young guests 
also got their hands dirty helping us plant native 
species at the butterfly garden we established 
at the zoo. In addition, we partnered with a local 
Boy Scouts troop to plant trees and shrubs in 
an area at the zoo that was cleared of invasive 
species.

summer sAunters Along  

the iCe Age trAil

The Ice Age Trail in Wisconsin is a treasure, 
and the Ice Age Trail Alliance Summer 
Saunters program provides an opportunity for 
kids to learn about Wisconsin’s glacial, cultural 
and natural history while hiking and exploring 
along the trail. We partnered with the alliance 
in 2016 to support the Milwaukee Saunters 
program, which takes youth on five unique 
hikes. Along with getting exercise, the children 
studied geology, geography, trees, plants  
and insects.
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stewArdshiP

We supported a number of environmentally 
focused events and organizations throughout 
2016, including:

n Baird Creek Preservation Foundation

n Clean Lakes Alliance

n Friends of Dane County Parks

n Gathering Waters Land Trust

n Henry Vilas Zoo

n  Nelson Institute for Environmental Studies

n River Alliance of Wisconsin

n Rock River Coalition

n Schumacher Farm Park

n Trees for Tomorrow

n  Waukesha County Department  
of Parks and Land Use



ATC lives its environmental values. The 
corporate headquarters earned a LEED 
Gold designation from the U.S. Green 
Building Council in 2009 for its many special 
features including a green roof, solar panels 
and natural lighting. Preferred parking 
for employees with eco-friendly vehicles 
and electric vehicle charging stations are 
featured at company locations. ATC also  
has received several environmental 
designations and awards including:

n  Recognition for environmental 
innovation on the Rockdale-West 
Middleton Transmission Line Project 
by Wisconsin Manufacturers & 
Commerce. An independent panel of 
judges included representatives from 
the Wisconsin Department of Natural 
Resources, the University of Wisconsin 
and environmental groups.

n  The TreeLine USA® designation every 
year since 2008.

n   The Wisconsin Urban Forestry Council’s 
annual Innovations in Urban Forestry 
Award. The award was presented to  
ATC for its Grow Smart® Community 
Planting Program, which, over the past 
four years, has awarded nearly $240,000 
to more than 150 communities for 
planting projects.

Leadership

ATC is committed to environmental leadership in all aspects of our business. 

Measuring our 2016 performance

80% of construction materials (1879 tons) recycled, 
with a total recycling revenue of nearly $7 million

More than 50% of office waste recycled

Participation in the Green Masters Program will 
enable us to evaluate our environmental performance 
based on a number of metrics, with a goal of 
continual improvement. 

About ATC

n Formed in 2001 as the nation’s first multi-state, transmission-only utility

n Owner and operator of more than 9,540 miles of transmission lines and 548 substations

n  Meeting the electric needs of more than five million people in 72 counties in Wisconsin, 
Michigan, Minnesota and Illinois

n  ATC is a member of the Green Masters Program, a recognition and assessment  
program for Wisconsin businesses interested in improving and being recognized  
for their sustainability initiatives.

n  ATC is a C3 company, recognized by the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality 
as a Clean Corporate Citizen for its strong environmental performance and commitment 
to continual environmental improvement.
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a t c l l c . c o m

Helping to keep the lights on,  
businesses running  
and communities strong®

P.O. Box 47      Waukesha, WI 53187‑0047      Toll‑free: 866.899.3204 


