In May ATC as part of its maintenance efforts worked to relocate an Osprey nest away from utility equipment at the Big Pond Substation located at the Petenwell Hydroelectric Dam in Juneau County. Bird nests on utility equipment often cause concern, both for the safety of the birds as well as the reliability of the electric system. At the Big Pond substation, the nest had blown off the pole several times. Sticks and other debris had fallen on the energized conductors and substation breakers but had not yet caused an outage.

Osprey typically return to Wisconsin in mid-April, and environmental regulations prohibit relocation once there are eggs in the nest. ATC immediately worked with its contractor Alliant Energy to install a nesting platform nearby so the birds could live safely and the risk of a power outage could be averted. To be successful though, the location had to be preferable to the birds, and a taller pole near the river was needed.
ATC and Alliant put up a 65 foot recycled wood power pole with the nest platform attached on top. ATC also arranged to de-energize the electrical equipment without an outage to the surrounding area so it could install bird diverters on the structures at the substation. The diverters are designed to prevent future attempts to nest. 
Osprey in Wisconsin face continued threats from nest blow-downs, habitat destruction and disturbance (e.g., waterfront development, boating, shooting) and predators. Since 1993, various conservation organizations and electric utilities put up additional nest platforms, and today about 75 percent of the state’s breeding osprey population nest on platforms according to the Department of Natural Resources.  Today, there are more than 100 nesting platforms located on or adjacent to transmission lines across ATC’s service area, and these platforms support successful breeding of this threatened species.

At the Big Pond Substation, the osprey were spotted in their new nest, just a few minutes after the line crew left the area. 
