In February this year, ATC energized a new transmission line on Madison’s east side, just three weeks before ice and high winds took the largest power lines serving Dane County out of service. Without the new transmission line in place, this storm would have caused outages around the county.
As recently as last summer, the east side of Madison was supported in part by 80-year old lattice towers that were originally built in 1919. Knowing that a line like this cannot support modern electrical needs, we began working in 2003 to gain local support and state regulatory approvals for replacing the towers and building four miles of new line. This project, completed in February, turned the equivalent of an electrical dead-end road into a through street, giving us more options for moving power around the county and helping the Madison area access power from other parts of the state.

In the process we also increased the capacity of the wires so they can carry more power on hot summer days and we spent months planning for new transformers to come in by rail that help local utilities distribute the power. Environmentally, we used vibratory foundations on six structures, which helped reduce disturbance to the soil and sped up our construction schedule. We also located much of the project along Interstate 90, which helped improve public acceptance of the routing.

New power lines like this one take three to seven years to plan, route, permit and construct. The Femrite Sprecher project provided critical support to the area during the ice storm almost immediately after it was placed in service. Dane County is one of Wisconsin’s fastest growing areas, and it will continue to need more electrical transmission capacity in the future to support its economic development. By placing new power line projects in service, on time, we’ll be better able to meet the population’s growing demands for electricity and help keep the lights on.

