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Å The U.S. Chamber of Commerce is the worldôs largest business 

federation, representing more than three million businesses of every 

size, sector and region.  The Chamberôs membership includes 

hundreds of associations, thousands of local chambers, and 106 

American Chambers of Commerce in 94 countries.  96% of our 

membership consists of small businesses. 

Å Our core mission is to fight for business and free enterprise before 

Congress, the White House, regulatory agencies, the courts, the court 

of public opinion, and governments around the world. 

Å The Chamberôs professional staff includes 300 of the nation's top 

policy experts, lobbyists, lawyers, and communicators. The 

Washington staff is supported by eight regional offices around the 

country; offices in New York and Brussels; an on-the-ground presence 

in China; and a network of grassroots business activists. 

Who We Are and What We Do 
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The Chamberõs Position on Climate Change 

1. Preserve American jobs and the competitiveness of U.S. industry; 

 

2. Provide an international solution that includes developing nations; 

 

3. Promote accelerated development and deployment of greenhouse 

gas reduction technology;  

 

4. Reduce barriers to the development of climate-friendly energy 

sources; and 

 

5. Promote energy conservation and efficiency.  

The Chamber supports efforts by the Congress to address global 

climate change.  However, such climate legislation must: 



U.P. Energy Summit Å October 6, 2010 Å Ross Eisenberg Å USCC 4 

The Rise & Fall of Comprehensive 

Energy & Climate Legislation 
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One Year Ago:  House Passes ACES, 219-212 
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Fast-Forward to Today . . . What Went Wrong? 
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Depends who you aské 
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Timeline of Events 

Nov. 20, 2008:  
Waxman 
defeats 

Dingell to win 
E&C gavel 

January 15, 
2009:  U.S. 
CAP unveils 
Blueprint for 
Legislative 

Action 

June 26, 
2009:  House 

narrowly 
passes ACES 

Summer 
2009:  Senate 

debates 
health care, 

financial 
reform (not 

climate) 

Sept. 16, 
2009:  Reid 
aide floats 

punting 
climate to 

2010 

Sept. 30, 
2009:  Kerry-

Boxer 
unveiled 

Sens. 
Graham, 

Kerry  pen NY 
Times op-ed 

calling for 
compromise 

bill 

Nov. 5, 2009:  
Kerry-Boxer 

bill dies; 
Kerry, 

Graham, 
Lieberman 

negotiate bill 

Dec. 18, 2009:  
Copenhagen 
Accord draws 
mixed reaction 

Jan. 14, 2010:  
Endangerment 

finding 
published in 

Federal Register 

Jan. 27, 2010:  
Obama calls for 
nuclear, OCS, 

clean coal, 
comprehensive 
energy/climate 
bill; never says 
ñcap and tradeò 

March 23, 2010:  
Health care bill 
becomes law 

April 20, 2010:  
Deepwater 

Horizon 
explodes 

April 24, 2010:  
Graham walks 

from 
negotiations 

May 12:  Kerry, 
Lieberman 

release 
American Power 
Act to moderate 

fanfare 

July 13, 2010:  
Democratic 
leadership 

begins 
discussing 
utility-only 

options 

June 15, 2010:  
Obama calls for 
comprehensive 
energy, climate 
during Gulf spill 
speech; never 
says ñcap and 
tradeò 

July 22, 2010:  
Reid drops 

climate, RES 
from energy 

package 
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The Legislation:  Waxman-Markey and Kerry-Lieberman 

Waxman-Markey 
ÅH.R. 2454, the ñAmerican Clean Energy 
Security Act of 2009ò 

ÅCap-and-trade program intended to cap 

domestic GHG emissions to 2005 levels 

and reduce 17 percent  by 2020, 42 

percent by 2030, and 83 percent by 2050 
Å Covers the entire electric utility sector; for 

everyone else, threshold is 25,000 tons per year of 

CO2-equivalent 

ÅRenewable electricity standard: 20 

percent by 2020; allows 15% renewables, 

5% efficiency; governor can reduce to 

12% with 8% from energy efficiency if 

state canôt meet mandate 

ÅSpecialized NSPS for coal 

ÅEnergy efficiency mandates and 

building standards 

 

Kerry-Lieberman 
ÅThe ñAmerican Power Actò 

ÅOverall targets of 17 percent reduction 

from 2005 levels by 2020, 42 percent by 

2030, and 83 percent by 2050 

ÅCap-and-trade program for GHGs 
Å Covers the entire electric utility and natural gas 

sector; phases in manufacturers in 2016; 

threshold for non-utilities to be covered is 25,000 

tons per year of CO2-equivalent 

Å Separate GHG allowance purchase 

program for transportation fuels 

ÅNuclear energy incentives 

Å Increased oil and gas drilling 

Å Specialized NSPS for coal 

Å Energy efficiency mandates and 

building standards 
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WV 
Rockefeller 

Goodwin* 

Levin 

Johnson 

Lincoln 

Dorgan 

Conrad 

Pryor 

Bingaman 

Nelson 

Stabenow 

States With Majorities Voting Against Waxman-Markey in the House 

With Senate Swing Vote Overlay 
 

 

(States voting against are in RED) 

ND 

SD 

NE 

MO 

AR 

IN 

MI 

NM 

Bennet 

CO 

*Seat formerly held by late Sen. Robert Byrd 

ME 

Snowe 

Collins 

ME 

MA 

MA 

Brown 

SC 

Graham 

AK 

Murkowski 

Begich 

LA 

 

Landrieu 

McCaskill 

Bayh 

OH 

Brown 

WV 
VA 

Webb 
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How the Environmental Groups Spent their Summer 


