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Proposed and alternate routes identified for Cranberry-Conover transmission line

New line, rebuiding existing lines will improve area reliability

DE PERE, Wis. –  Open houses to discuss proposed and alternate routes for a new transmission line between Eagle River and Conover will be hosted by American Transmission Co.

“ATC has spent about a year working with area residents to design a new transmission line that will alleviate an overloaded electric system that is vulnerable and subject to blackouts under severe conditions,” explains Franc Fennessy, local relations manager. “Last summer, we gathered local input across a broad study area and in December, we presented preliminary routes. Since that time, we’ve evaluated the options and have identified preferred and alternate routes, as well as another route segment that, while not preferred, will provide decision-makers additional flexibility in siting the line.”

The routes include:

· Western Route option:  North from the Cranberry Substation through the City of Eagle River past the airport, roughly following Highway 45 north to Conover, then east to the Conover Substation. This option is ATC’s proposed, or preferred, route. 

· Central Route option: Essentially following the Western Route option north to Highway 17, then following Highway 17 to Monheim Road and north to the Conover Substation. This option is ATC’s alternate route. 

· Eastern Route option: North and then east from the Cranberry Substation through the southern edge of the City of Eagle River, east on Highway 70, north on Rangeline Road to Highway 17, where it joins the alternate route and proceeds north to the Conover Substation. This option will be considered an “other route alternative.”
-more-

“State statutes require ATC to submit an application to the Public Service Commission of Wisconsin that identifies at least two route alternatives,” explains Fennessy. “It is important for landowners and other interested parties to participate in the regulatory review process, because the PSCW ultimately determines the route, if the project is approved.”  ATC anticipates filing its application with the PSCW, Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources and other agencies this summer.

That application also will include a project to rebuild about 73 miles of existing transmission lines that connect northern Wisconsin to the Upper Peninsula. “The lines between the Conover Substation in Vilas County, Wis. and the Plains Substation in Quinnesec, Mich., are among the most severely constrained in the ATC system. Our proposal for a new line and upgrades of existing lines represents a long-term solution for improved reliability in the region,” Fennessy notes.

Open house dates, times and locations for the Cranberry-Conover project:

May 17





May 18

Town of Lincoln Hall



Conover Town Center

1205 Sundstein Rd.



4665 County Highway K East

1-3 pm & 5-7 pm




1-3 pm & 5-7 pm

No formal presentation is planned; interested parties should drop in as their schedule permits.

Landowners who live along the existing transmission lines proposed for rebuilding also have been invited to open houses in Florence, Wis., and Iron River, Mich.

May 11





May 12

Elks Lodge





Wild Rivers Center

700 Selden Rd.




Hwy 2/141 & Hwy 10/170

Iron River, Mich.




Florence, Wis.

4-7 pm





4-7 pm

ATC plans, constructs, operates, maintains and will expand its transmission facilities to provide adequate and reliable transmission of power. ATC provides nondiscriminatory service to all customers, supporting effective competition in energy markets without favoring any market participant. A member of the Midwest ISO regional transmission organization, ATC owns more than 8,900 miles of transmission lines with a total investment in facilities of approximately $1 billion in portions of Wisconsin, Michigan and Illinois. For more information, visit our Web site at www.atcllc.com.
###

Note to editors:  a fact sheet and maps of the proposed projects are available at ATC’s Web site, www.atcllc.com

