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Deanna Zabel


May 3, 2005

Transmission system in area ready for first 

Port Washington gas unit

Port Washington – American Transmission Co. last week completed the transmission line upgrades needed to serve the first of the two units being constructed at Port Washington Generating Station, by energizing the electric transmission lines that deliver power from the We Energies’ Port Washington Generating Station (PWGS) to the Saukville substation.   The improvements, along with an upgrade project completed last year between Port Washington and Glendale, are necessary to support the conversion of the power plant to a 1,200-megawatt combined-cycle facility fueled by natural gas.  The first unit is expected to go online this summer for the seasonal peak.

“Energizing these transmission lines is an exciting milestone for us, We Energies and the residents of Port Washington,” said Duane Schoon, ATC project manager.  “This represents the culmination of a great deal of hard work and coordination among all of us.”  

Construction of the project consisted of replacing 14 lattice-steel transmission towers with single-pole structures, as well as upgrading the double-circuit transmission lines with larger wires.  Several wooden H-frame structures also were replaced with similar, yet stronger structures.  

The first phase of the transmission work included upgrades to the 22-mile line between Port Washington and the Range Line Substation in Glendale, which were completed in May 2004.  Forty-four of the 180 lattice-steel towers along the line were replaced, along with some modifications to the existing structures.

Currently, ATC is working with individual property owners between Port Washington and Saukville to identify areas where any post-construction work may need to occur.  Work along the bike trail also is underway to eliminate any remaining invasive species and then plant prairie grass, which should be in late May.  The company will begin additional transmission work next year to prepare for Unit 2 at PWGS.

ATC plans, constructs, operates, maintains and will expand its transmission facilities to provide for adequate and reliable transmission of power. It provides non-discriminatory service to all customers, supporting effective competition in energy markets without favoring any market participant. A member of the Midwest ISO regional transmission organization, ATC owns more than 8,900 miles of transmission lines with a total investment of approximately $1 billion in transmission facilities in portions of Wisconsin, Michigan and Illinois.
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