[image: image1.jpg]AMERICAN TRANSMISSION COMPANY"*
THE ENERGY AGOESS GCOMPANY

N E W S Media Line: 262-506-6767
Fax: 262-506-6704

N19 W23993 RIDGEVIEW PARKWAY WEST = P.O. BOX 47 8 WAUKESHA, WI 53187-0047
262-506-6700 1 Toll Free: 866-899-3204 » Fax: 262-506-6710 = www. atcllc. com




From:
Maripat Blankenheim


Dec. 5, 2003

Transmission outage affects customers in northeastern Wisconsin and the western Upper Peninsula
WAUKESHA, Wis. – American Transmission Co. officials are investigating the cause of a widespread power outage that left thousands of people in the dark from just north of Green Bay, Wis., to just west of Manistique, Mich., throughout much of the night. Some customers may continue to be impacted until the transmission system is fully restored. 

The outage began at approximately 10:33 p.m. Thursday when the electric transmission lines that connect northeastern Wisconsin with Michigan’s Upper Peninsula tripped out of service. According to ATC, the system is designed to sustain the outage of one of the three lines. However, two lines tripped out of service and the third was unable to sustain the connection on its own. 

When the affected area was separated from the rest of the system and blacked out, ATC began working to restore transmission service. While many customers will wake up to their electricity being on, full restoration will be delayed while ATC ensures that the lines can be restored safely.

The cause of the initial outage is still under investigation. ATC, in conjunction with Wisconsin Public Service Corp. of Green Bay and We Energies of Milwaukee, hopes to obtain information by patrolling the affected area by helicopter later this morning.

ATC Vice President of Operations Harry Terhune said that good cooperation between the affected utilities, ATC and the Midwest Independent System Operator has helped accelerate the progress of the restoration.

ATC owns, plans, constructs, operates, maintains and will expand its transmission facilities to provide for adequate and reliable transmission of power. A member of the Midwest ISO regional transmission organization, ATC owns more than 8,900 miles of transmission lines with a total investment of approximately $700 million in transmission facilities in portions of Wisconsin, Michigan and Illinois. 
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