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ATC gains approval to rebuild power lines 

Lines in northeastern Wisconsin, Michigan’s Upper Peninsula are among the oldest, most congested on ATC’s system

DE PERE, Wis. – The Public Service Commission of Wisconsin has given its approval to rebuild about 110 miles of old, severely constrained electric transmission lines in Oconto and Marinette counties in Wisconsin and in Dickinson and Menominee counties in Michigan.

“The most chronic problem on the American Transmission Co.’s system is the limited ability to transfer electricity between Wisconsin and Michigan’s Upper Peninsula,” says David Hovde, local relations representative for ATC.  “Rebuilding these lines, many of which date back to the 1920s, will improve reliability in the region and help relieve congestion on other transmission facilities in the area.”

Because these lines are so critical to system operations, they cannot be taken out of service for extended periods of time.  ATC plans a phased approach to construction to minimize the need for temporary or bypass power lines.  The rebuilding  project includes the following work:

· Plains – Amberg line – This 22-mile, 138,000-volt line will be rebuilt using a temporary bypass line that will be constructed in the existing right-of-way.  The line uses a corridor that begins at the Plains Substation in Quinnesec, Michigan, and runs through the towns of Niagara, Pembine, Beecher and Amberg in Marinette County, Wisconsin.  Construction is scheduled for 2004/2005.

· West Marinette – Amberg line – This 45-mile line will be rebuilt within the existing right-of-way, and the portion of the line between West Marinette and White Rapids substations will be upgraded to 138,000-volt operation.  The line runs along a corridor that passes through the towns of Amberg, Wagner, Porterfield and Peshtigo in Marinette County, Wis., and also passes through the towns of Lake, Menominee, Holmes and Mellen, and the City of Menominee, all in Menominee County, Mich.  Construction is scheduled for 2005.

· Amberg – Stiles line – Completion of the West Marinette – Amberg line will facilitate the rebuilding of the Amberg – Stiles 138,000-volt line without the use of a temporary bypass line.  Construction of this 44-mile line in Marinette and Oconto counties is scheduled for 2005/2006.

Landowners, local officials and other interested parties are being notified by mail of construction details.
ATC plans, constructs, operates, maintains and will expand its transmission facilities to provide for adequate and reliable transmission of power. It provides non-discriminatory service to all customers, supporting effective competition in energy markets without favoring any market participant. A member of the Midwest ISO regional transmission organization, ATC owns more than 8,900 miles of transmission lines with a total investment of approximately $880 million in transmission facilities in portions of Wisconsin, Michigan and Illinois.

# #  #
Note to editors:  A project fact sheet and maps are available at ATC’s Web site, atcllc.com   

