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Maripat Blankenheim


Sept. 25, 2003

PSC approves Hwy. 164 route for transmission project

Transmission line will connect substations in Waukesha and Sussex

WAUKESHA, Wis. – American Transmission Company will build a new electric transmission line along Hwy. 164, between Waukesha and Sussex, to help meet the increased demand for electricity in northeastern Waukesha County. 

In a decision today, the Public Service Commission of Wisconsin approved the approximate 9-mile transmission route, known as the Duplainville Project, that connects substations in Waukesha and Sussex. The route begins at the Waukesha Substation and runs along Hwy. 164 to Capitol Drive in Pewaukee. At that point, the route turns east along Capitol Drive to railroad tracks just east of Hwy. 164, where the line will serve a new substation, to be built by We Energies of Milwaukee, near Spring Creek Community Church. The route continues back along Capitol Drive to Hwy. 164 north, which turns into Hwy. 74 in Sussex, to the substation in Sussex, located just north of Main Street.

ATC will begin construction of the 138-kilovolt line, estimated at $10 million, in October 2004, with completion anticipated the following May. 

“Today’s PSC decision will help strengthen the electric system in an area of Waukesha County that continues to see significant growth,” said Jim Vespalec, ATC project manager. Population growth in this area is twice the percentage growth of the state of Wisconsin for the past decade.

This electric transmission project is part of a joint project with We Energies, which also received approval today to build the Duplainville Substation in Pewaukee.

ATC owns, plans, constructs, operates, maintains and will expand its transmission facilities to provide for adequate and reliable transmission of power. It provides non-discriminatory service to all customers, supporting effective competition in energy markets without favoring any market participant. A member of the Midwest ISO regional transmission organization, ATC owns more than 8,900 miles of transmission lines with a total investment of approximately $700 million in transmission facilities in portions of Wisconsin, Michigan and Illinois.
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