[image: image1.jpg]AMERICAN TRANSMISSION COMPANY"*
THE ENERGY AGOESS GCOMPANY

N E W S Media Line: 262-506-6767
Fax: 262-506-6704

N19 W23993 RIDGEVIEW PARKWAY WEST = P.O. BOX 47 8 WAUKESHA, WI 53187-0047
262-506-6700 1 Toll Free: 866-899-3204 » Fax: 262-506-6710 = www. atcllc. com




From:
Maripat Blankenheim
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Transmission-only companies form infrastructure advocacy group 

Group files comments with FERC on standard market design  

WAUKESHA, Wis. – Four Midwestern stand-alone electric transmission companies have formed an ad hoc advocacy group – Midwest Stand-alone Transmission (MSAT) Companies – to advocate for federal policies focused on transmission infrastructure issues. 

“We formed this group in June to address transmission infrastructure issues,” said Dale Landgren, Vice President and Chief Strategic Officer of American Transmission Co. “The recent blackout in the Northeast illustrates the importance of investing in the transmission grid in a coordinated approach.”

MSAT is the first industry group formed exclusively of transmission owners to focus specifically on transmission and infrastructure policy. The group has already filed comments with the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission in two proceedings that include policies with the potential to affect the formation of transmission policy.

The MSAT companies include American Transmission Co., Waukesha, Wis.; GridAmerica, Cleveland, Ohio; International Transmission Co., Ann Arbor, Mich.; and Michigan Electric Transmission Co., Ann Arbor, Mich. All are members of the Midwest Independent System Operator, a regional transmission organization that ensures equal access to the transmission system and works to maintain and improve electric system reliability in the Midwest.  

In its filing, the MSAT group offered comments to FERC on transmission policy issues and positions that are shared by the group’s members:

Formation – The MSAT group encourages FERC to provide a regulatory climate that is conducive to the formation of stand-alone transmission companies and allows for some flexibility in the formation of such companies. The benefits of stand-alone companies include improved asset management, increased access to capital to invest in transmission infrastructure and service innovation. 

Investment – The group supports investment in transmission infrastructure and asks FERC to address the cost responsibility and associated policies. 

- more - 

Planning – The group supports a regional transmission planning process that entrusts transmission owners with primary planning responsibility. Projects with regional impacts would be coordinated with and reviewed by the regional transmission organization, such as MISO, and with oversight by state regulators. This approach achieves regional coordination encouraged by FERC.
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