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From:
Maripat Blankenheim


July 31, 2003

ATC adds Public Relations, Local Relations staff to De Pere
WAUKESHA, Wis. – American Transmission Company today announced the addition of two experienced utility professionals to conduct public relations and local relations activities out of the company’s De Pere, Wis., office. Both will work closely with community groups, stakeholder organizations, media and local officials in conjunction with electric transmission projects in central and northeastern Wisconsin. 

Joining ATC as a Public Relations Specialist is Jackie Olson, who brings 25 years of public relations experience to ATC, primarily in various aspects of utility work. Most recently, Olson was a consultant with Neil Palmer & Associates in Elm Grove, where she designed and implemented issue management and facility siting campaigns for clients. Prior to that, Olson spent 10 years on Wisconsin Electric Power Co.’s corporate communications staff, where she managed communications for the company’s nuclear power business unit.

Olson holds a bachelor’s degree in speech from the University of Wisconsin – Eau Claire and a master’s in mass communication from Marquette University. 

David Hovde is joining ATC as a Local Relations Representative, bringing more than 24 years of professional experience to the job. Hovde comes to ATC from Wisconsin Public Service Corp., where he most recently served as an account executive in the company’s wholesale services group. In that role, Hovde worked with municipal utility and electric cooperative management, boards and commissions to market and sell electric power and related services. 

Hovde holds a bachelor’s degree in political science from the University of Wisconsin – Madison.

“The addition of these seasoned professionals will help increase our public outreach efforts,” said Mark Williamson, vice president of major projects. “ATC is committed to being inclusive and seeking public input in all phases of our work. Having Jackie Olson and David Hovde on our External Relations staff helps ensure our commitment is met.”

ATC owns, plans, constructs, operates, maintains and will expand its transmission facilities to provide for adequate and reliable transmission of power. It provides non-discriminatory service to all customers, supporting effective competition in energy markets without favoring any market participant. A member of the Midwest ISO regional transmission organization, ATC owns more than 8,900 miles of transmission lines with a total investment of approximately $700 million in transmission facilities in portions of Wisconsin, Michigan and Illinois.
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