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From:
Maripat Blankenheim


June 17, 2003

ATC seeks PSC approval for Rhinelander transmission project

WAUKESHA, Wis. – American Transmission Company filed an application with the state Public Service Commission to build a transmission line from Rhinelander to Tomahawk. The new power line is being proposed to strengthen the electric transmission system in Lincoln, Oneida and Vilas Counties, which will improve the system’s reliability for homes and businesses in this area.

North Central Wisconsin has experienced significant growth in the past several years. Not surprisingly, this growth has contributed more strain to the existing electric transmission system. The portion of ATC’s transmission system that serves the area north of Wausau – including Antigo, Merrill, Tomahawk, Eagle River, Three Lakes, Minocqua and Rhinelander – is known as the Rhinelander Loop. The Rhinelander Loop is essentially a figure-eight loop of interconnected 115-kilovolt transmission lines and substations. During periods of heavy electrical demand, the Rhinelander Loop is susceptible to overloads, low voltages and voltage collapse conditions than can lead to a loss of transmission service, resulting in power outages to portions of this area. Two such events occurred in 2001.

ATC has been taking steps to address these issues. Working with Wisconsin Public Service Corporation, ATC has installed voltage support equipment and diesel generators at several WPS substations. ATC is also in the process of upgrading existing transmission facilities between the Pine Substation near Merrill and the Eastom Substation near Tomahawk.

ATC’s next step toward addressing Rhinelander Loop issues is a proposal that includes installation of a 115-kilovolt transmission line – connecting Rhinelander and Tomahawk – designed to reinforce and increase service reliability in Langlade, Lincoln, Oneida, Forest and Vilas counties.

Two route options are included in the filing. The first involves replacing the existing 16.3-mile single-circuit overhead 115-kilovolt transmission line with a double-circuit line on an expanded right-of-way between Skanawan Switching Station and the Highway 8 Substation in Rhinelander. The second option is to install 22.5 miles of new 115-kilovolt single-circuit transmission line on new right-of-way between the existing Eastom and Highway 8 substations.

Depending on the route selected by the PSC, ATC estimates the project will cost between $8.2 million and $9.6 million.  
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Should the project gain PSC approval, construction would begin in October 2004 and completed by June 2005. This timeframe allows for winter construction in environmentally sensitive areas, which has proven to be the least invasive.

ATC owns, plans, constructs, operates, maintains and will expand its transmission facilities to provide for adequate and reliable transmission of power. It provides non-discriminatory service to all customers, supporting effective competition in energy markets without favoring any market participant. A member of the Midwest ISO regional transmission organization, ATC owns more than 8,900 miles of transmission lines with a total investment of approximately $700 million in transmission facilities in portions of Wisconsin, Michigan and Illinois.
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