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Majority of Wisconsin residents support Arrowhead-Weston project

New poll: 73 percent say transmission projects should be built on public lands

WAUKESHA, Wis. – New survey results released today by American Transmission Co. indicate that 57 percent of all Wisconsin residents support construction of the Arrowhead-Weston transmission line approved by the Public Service Commission of

Wisconsin. 

“We are obviously pleased to discover that a clear majority of Wisconsin residents support this vital electric infrastructure project,” said Mark Williamson, vice president of major projects at ATC. Williamson noted that the level of state-wide support mirrored the support in Washburn and Douglas counties, two of the counties that own land crossed by the project. Surveys in January 2005 showed that 58 percent of the people of Douglas County support the project and 52 percent of the people of Washburn County support the project.

The survey found that when asked if transmission lines, like Arrowhead-Weston, should be built on public land – land owned by cities, towns, villages or counties – or private land, 73 percent of respondents said public land and just 8 percent said private land.

The survey also found that 70 percent of Wisconsin residents believe public landowners, like counties, should be subject to the same laws as private citizens when it comes to the use of their land for transmission lines. Nineteen percent believe that public landowners should be able to refuse the use of their land for transmission lines.

“In surveys that we have conducted over the past three years, residents have maintained one constant – they prefer that transmission infrastructure projects be built on public land as much as possible,” said Williamson. “That preference just makes sense – the fewer private individuals impacted by these projects the better.”

The results come from The CheckPoint survey, a random digit dial survey of 500 Wisconsin residents conducted monthly by Wood Communications Group. The sample consisted of telephone numbers randomly generated to accurately represent all households with working phones. The results of this study are within a sampling error of plus or minus 4.5 percent. The survey was conducted March 20-23, 2005.
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ATC has successfully negotiated easements with more than 225 private landowners for the use of their land to site the Arrowhead Weston line. Marathon County signed easements for the use of its land in September, Washburn County rescinded its opposition to the project in January, the Mosinee Town Board rescinded its resolution opposing the project in December and signed easements for the use of its land, the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources issued construction permits for the project in December, the National Park Service issued its Record of Decision approving the crossing of the Namekagon River earlier this month and in January the Dane County Circuit Court upheld the PSC’s decision approving the project.

Construction of the line is complete in Minnesota and is expected to begin in Clark and Marathon counties in the summer. The project is expected to be in service in mid-2008.
ATC plans, constructs, operates, maintains and will expand its transmission facilities to provide adequate and reliable transmission of power. ATC provides nondiscriminatory service to all customers, supporting effective competition in energy markets without favoring any market participant. A member of the Midwest ISO regional transmission organization, ATC owns more than 8,900 miles of transmission lines with a total investment of approximately $1 billion in facilities in portions of Wisconsin, Michigan and Illinois. For more information, visit our Web site at www.atcllc.com.
CheckPoint survey questions and responses:

1. Construction of the Arrowhead-Weston transmission line between Wausau and Duluth has begun. The stated purpose of the Arrowhead-Weston line is to ensure that Wisconsin residents have dependable electricity for their homes and businesses. Based on what you know about this project, would you say you strongly support, somewhat support, somewhat oppose or strongly oppose the new transmission line?

17.7%
Support strongly 

38.8%
Support somewhat 

10.4%
Oppose somewhat

6.2%
Oppose strongly

26.9%
NOT SURE/NO OPINION

2. The Arrowhead-Westin transmission line route crosses public and private land. In your opinion, do you think transmission lines like this one should be built primarily on public land (like that owned by cities, towns, villages or counties), or do you think it should be built primarily on land owned by private citizens. 

73.3%
Primarily on public land

7.6%
Primarily on privately owned land

19.1%
NOT SURE/NO OPINION
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3. I am going to read you two statements and I’d like you to tell me which statement comes closest to describing your opinion.

70.3%
Would you say that:  Cities, towns, villages and counties should be subject to the same laws as private citizens when it comes to the use of part of their property for transmission lines.

19.1%
Or would you say that: Public land owners such as cities, towns, villages and counties should be able to refuse to let their land be used along a transmission line route, even though private citizens cannot refuse. 

1.0%
NEITHER

9.6%
NOT SURE/NO OPINION
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