[image: image1.jpg]AMERICAN TRANSMISSION COMPANY"*
THE ENERGY AGOESS GCOMPANY

N E W S Media Line: 262-506-6767
Fax: 262-506-6704

N19 W23993 RIDGEVIEW PARKWAY WEST = P.O. BOX 47 8 WAUKESHA, WI 53187-0047
262-506-6700 1 Toll Free: 866-899-3204 » Fax: 262-506-6710 = www. atcllc. com




From:
Mark Williamson


April 18, 2005


608.877.3544


608.575.9755 (mobile)
Draft legislation clarifies transmission line routing policy question

WAUKESHA, Wis. – American Transmission Co. applauds Chairman Phil Montgomery for his understanding of a serious public policy problem related to siting transmission lines and for his proposed solution to that problem.

Wisconsin law drives the process for siting electric transmission facilities to focus on least impacts to private landowners, the use of existing right-of-way corridors to be considered first, environmental considerations and others. The result can be that projects are sited on lands owned by counties and municipalities, and the law is unclear about the ability to condemn land owned by counties and municipalities. 

“We know the vast majority of the people of Wisconsin prefer that transmission projects be constructed on public lands as much as possible, and we know they expect public landowners to be subject to the same laws as private landowners,” said Mark Williamson, vice president of major projects at ATC. “Chairman Montgomery’s bill helps to ensure that the best route chosen by the Commission is the route that is built, without unnecessary delay and cost.”

In the case of the Arrowhead-Weston project, the applicants spent more than two years developing an application that included many different routes and route segments. The Public Service Commission of Wisconsin spent more than a year and a half reviewing and ultimately selecting the final route for the project that satisfied the legal criteria. The applicants subsequently spent more than four years working with the county, providing information and answering questions. Despite these facts, Douglas County officials have refused to discuss easements for the use of county-owned land.

The legislation makes clear that the transmission line routes chosen by the Public Service Commission of Wisconsin will be the ones on which project construction takes place. “This draft legislation fixes the problem created by the Douglas County Board,” said Williamson. “It helps ensure that electricity users will not pay any longer for delays, legal costs and other unnecessary expenditures due to a local government’s unwillingness to negotiate an easement for the use of its land.”

ATC plans, constructs, operates, maintains and will expand its transmission facilities to provide adequate and reliable transmission of power. ATC provides nondiscriminatory service to all customers, supporting effective competition in energy markets without favoring any market participant. A member of the Midwest ISO regional transmission organization, ATC owns more than 8,900 miles of transmission lines with a total investment of approximately $1 billion in facilities in portions of Wisconsin, Michigan and Illinois. For more information, visit our Web site at www.atcllc.com.
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