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American Transmission Company names Gonzales state political liaison
WAUKESHA – Charles Gonzales is American Transmission Company’s state political liaison. Gonzales is the first to hold this position for the 3-month-old company.

In his new role, Gonzales will encourage open communication with local and state government officials throughout the region ATC serves as the company begins the process of siting and permitting for various construction projects.

“As the first for-profit, stand-alone transmission company in the country, ATC is forging new ground on both the state and federal levels,” said José M. Delgado, ATC’s president and CEO. “Charlie’s working knowledge of the political process and of the people who are an integral part of that process make him a valuable asset to ATC. We’re glad he decided to join us.” 

Gonzales brings a wealth of political experience to ATC, having served as staff director for the Assembly Democratic Caucus in 1997-98, as former Assembly Speaker Walter Kunicki’s chief of staff from 1990-97 and as treasurer for Friends of Les Aspin from 1987-90. He most recently worked as a consultant whose clients included Congressman Jerry Kleczka and the Milwaukee Teachers Education Association. 

He also previously worked in the Washington DC area with a number of political organizations, most notably as U.S. Rep. Les Aspin’s administrative assistant from 1976-81. 

A resident of Verona, Gonzales is a graduate of the College of Santa Fe in New Mexico.

ATC, which became operational on Jan. 1, is the first for-profit transmission-only company in the country. ATC owns, maintains and operates more than 7,500 miles of transmission in Wisconsin, Michigan’s Upper Peninsula and Illinois with a total investment of approximately $525 million.

ATC will plan, construct, operate, maintain and expand its transmission facilities to provide for adequate and reliable transmission of power. It provides non-discriminatory service to all customers, supporting effective competition in energy markets without favoring any market participant. Regulated by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission for all rate terms and conditions of service, ATC is a member of the Midwest ISO regional transmission organization.
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