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March 20, 2003

ATC defends meetings with state commissioners

Allegations by Wisconsin Environmental Decade are baseless, irresponsible
WAUKESHA, Wis. – American Transmission Company today defended meetings company representatives had with members of the Public Service Commission of Wisconsin as “a legitimate and useful forum for valuable communication between ATC and one of its primary regulators – the Commission.”

In a filing made today with the PSC, ATC rejects allegations of improper closed meetings with Commissioners made by Wisconsin Environmental Decade as little more than a diversionary tactic designed to delay the Arrowhead-Weston transmission project. According to the filing, “There can be little doubt that what intervenors seek is to delay this docket indefinitely while they conduct a fishing expedition.”

As the filing notes, Commissioners and representatives of public utilities have every right, reason and legitimate need to continue the long established practice of engaging in free flowing communication with one another on matters not relative to the merits of a contested case.

“We know and respect the rules prohibiting ex parte communications and have not and will not violate them,” said ATC Vice President Mark Williamson, who oversees the Arrowhead-Weston project. “To launch and extensive media campaign based on unsupported conclusions derived from PSC sign-in sheets is irresponsible.”

The meetings identified by Wisconsin Environmental Decade were only a few of the several meetings ATC representatives have had in the past two years. As Williamson pointed out, he and other ATC employees routinely meet with Commissioners and the PSC staff on a wide range of national energy policy matters critical to Wisconsin’s future. The Commission should not allow cynical accusations of improper meetings to squelch these types of legitimate discussions.

“Wisconsin Environmental Decade’s attempt to shift the Arrowhead-Weston discussion from the merits of the project risks leaving the very state it represents in the dark,” Williamson said. “As we recently testified before the state senate, the reliability of our transmission system today is fragile. The Arrowhead-Weston line is designed to respond to some of the most serious problems. We remain convinced that this project is the best option to address those needs.”

ATC plans, constructs, operates, maintains and will expand its transmission facilities to provide for adequate and reliable transmission of power. It provides non-discriminatory service to all customers, supporting effective competition in energy markets without favoring any market participant. A member of the Midwest ISO regional transmission organization, ATC owns more than 8,900 miles of transmission lines with a total investment of approximately $700 million in transmission facilities in portions of Wisconsin, Michigan and Illinois.
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