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From:
Annemarie Newman


Feb. 14, 2005

Construction begins in Wisconsin on interstate transmission line

New high-capacity tie from southern Rock County to northern Illinois expected in service by April

MADISON, Wis. – American Transmission Co. will begin construction in Wisconsin to add a second 345-kilovolt line to existing poles connecting the Paddock substation in southern Rock County with the Wempletown substation in northern Illinois. Construction starts today on the four-mile Wisconsin segment and is expected to be completed by the end of the March. 

ATC has contracted with MJ Electric to string the new line. ATC does not anticipate road closings in conjunction with the project. Minor additional tree trimming may be needed to accommodate the new line. 

The project is Wisconsin’s first 345 kV tie to another state to be added in decades. The upgrade will boost reliability and help the state’s utilities access lower-cost power in the short term. The work will take place on existing rights of way.

Counties and towns along the length of the route in Wisconsin will receive impact payments as required by Wisconsin state law. ATC must submit these payments to the state. Rock County and the towns of Newark and Beloit can expect the payments from the state in fall.

The upgrade also extends approximately 11 miles in Illinois. Work on the Illinois portion began this past December, and is scheduled to be completed by the end of March. 

The estimated cost of the rebuild is $5.7 million. When construction is completed, ATC will place the new line in service immediately. 

ATC plans, constructs, operates, maintains and will expand its transmission facilities to provide adequate and reliable transmission of power. ATC provides nondiscriminatory service to all customers, supporting effective competition in energy markets without favoring any market participant. A member of the Midwest ISO regional transmission organization, ATC owns more than 8,900 miles of transmission lines with a total investment in facilities of approximately $1 billion in portions of Wisconsin, Michigan and Illinois. For more information, visit our Web site at www.atcllc.com.
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