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Transmission project proceeds despite Douglas County no vote

Vote likely results in use of more private land to complete Arrowhead-Weston line

WAUKESHA, Wis. – American Transmission Co. officials said they are forced to move a portion of the Arrowhead-Weston project in Douglas County onto private land in the wake of last night’s vote by the Douglas County Board opposing negotiations with ATC for the use of county land for the project. 

“The Arrowhead-Weston transmission line project will be built. The question for the Douglas County Board was if they would allow a portion to be built on county-owned land in lieu of private land. The county board members have spoken, and they prefer the project be built on private land,” said Mark Williamson, vice president of major projects for ATC.  “We wholeheartedly disagree with the county’s position and believe, as most people do, that the project should be built on public land when possible.”

The amount of county land in question is about 2.5 miles. “We will immediately begin working with the Public Service Commission of Wisconsin to re-route the project onto private land. Simultaneously, we will begin the condemnation process for the use of the 2.5 miles of county-owned land. Ultimately, we hope the courts will allow us to condemn the county for the use of its land to avoid re-routing onto private land,” said Williamson. 

Williamson said county board supervisors apparently failed to consider that Arrowhead-Weston has been reviewed and approved by state regulators twice. Additionally, people across the state and in the communities that will host the line say they support it, governmental officials are fully supportive and the project has been identified as vital for electric reliability and economic growth. The board decision comes on the heels of the Marathon County and the town of Mosinee granting easements, the Department of Natural Resources issuing the necessary permits, the Dane County Circuit Court re-affirming the PSC’s decision to approve the project, the National Park Service selection of the overhead crossing of the Namekagon and the Washburn County Board agreement to negotiate.

ATC has successfully negotiated easements with nearly 200 private landowners for the use of their land. Construction of the project line is nearly complete in Minnesota and is expected to begin in Clark and Marathon counties in the spring. The project is expected to be in service in mid-2008.
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“We are making progress and getting closer to being able to assist in our state’s economic recovery, future economic development and keeping the lights on,” Williamson said.

ATC plans, constructs, operates, maintains and will expand its transmission facilities to provide adequate and reliable transmission of power. ATC provides nondiscriminatory service to all customers, supporting effective competition in energy markets without favoring any market participant. A member of the Midwest ISO regional transmission organization, ATC owns more than 8,900 miles of transmission lines with a total investment of approximately $1 billion in facilities in portions of Wisconsin, Michigan and Illinois. For more information, visit our Web site at www.atcllc.com.
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