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ATC applauds court’s decision to uphold Arrowhead-Weston order

Construction scheduled to begin in spring

WAUKESHA, Wis. – Officials at American Transmission Co. applaud today’s ruling by Dane County Circuit Court affirming the Public Service Commission of Wisconsin’s final order approving the Arrowhead-Weston transmission line project.

“Of course we are pleased that the Court agreed with the Commission’s decision to approve the project,” said Mark Williamson, vice president of major projects for ATC. “While this decision is important, it also is important to note that on each and every occasion that opponents of the project have tried to stall it, they have failed. Clearly, it is time to get on with building this important piece of electric infrastructure for the millions of people who depend on a reliable link to electricity.”

ATC is working to obtain easements for the use of county-owned land in Washburn and Douglas counties. In Washburn County, the project crosses about 9.5 miles of county-owned land, all of which currently hosts a transmission line. For the full length of the route in Washburn County, ATC will be taking down two-pole transmission line structures and replacing them with single-pole structures.

“While we can build the project in Washburn County using the existing easements, we want to work cooperatively with the county to negotiate new easements and look forward to that process,” said Williamson. The Washburn County Board voted 12-6 last week to begin negotiations with ATC.

In Douglas County, ATC needs easements from the county for the use of 2.5 miles of county-owned land. The remainder of the project on county-owned land can be built using existing easements for a 161-kilovolt transmission line that travels about 10.5 miles of the route in the county. Douglas County is expected to vote next week on whether to negotiate with ATC. If Douglas County decides not to negotiate, ATC will be forced to route the project onto private property.

“We hope to be able to work with Washburn and Douglas counties to find solutions for the use of their land that are fair for the county, ATC and the people who use electricity,” said Williamson.

more

ATC has successfully negotiated easements with nearly 200 private landowners for the use of their land. Marathon County signed easements for the use of its land in September, the Mosinee Town Board rescinded its resolution opposing the project in December, the National Park Service, in its Final Environmental Impact Statement, has selected an overhead crossing of the Namekagon River as its preferred crossing alternative, and the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources issued construction permits for the project last month.

Construction of this line is nearly complete in Minnesota and is expected to begin in Clark and Marathon counties in the spring. The project is expected to be in service in mid-2008.
ATC plans, constructs, operates, maintains and will expand its transmission facilities to provide adequate and reliable transmission of power. ATC provides nondiscriminatory service to all customers, supporting effective competition in energy markets without favoring any market participant. A member of the Midwest ISO regional transmission organization, ATC owns more than 8,900 miles of transmission lines with a total investment of approximately $1 billion in facilities in portions of Wisconsin, Michigan and Illinois. For more information, visit our Web site at www.atcllc.com.
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