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Annemarie Newman


July 22, 2004

PSC approves Dane-Columbia County Electric Reliability Project

Additional 345 kV line provides “nick of time” upgrade to be completed in May 2006

MADISON, Wis. – The Public Service Commission today approved ATC’s application to add a 345- kilovolt line to the existing high capacity lines coming into Dane County. Two lines currently run from the North Madison substation in the town of Vienna, west of DeForest to the Columbia substation located near Wisconsin Power and Light’s Columbia Power Plant in the town of Pacific outside of Portage. ATC plans to reuse the existing poles and replace the lower voltage line with the approved 345 kV line. 

“The Madison area sorely needs this upgrade to keep up with demand for summer 2006,” said Mark Williamson, ATC Vice President of Major Projects. “Electrically, we in Dane County have been skating too close to the edge. This project helps us revamp the system and keep up with growth. With the community’s help, we will soon focus on implementing longer-term solutions. I applaud the PSC for approving this application quickly.” 

This project is critical to improving import capability and reliability for the area and is one of a series of projects ATC will propose to reinforce the electric system in Dane County. ATC expects to file an application with the PSC this fall for a new four-mile transmission line on Madison’s east side, scheduled for completion in June of 2007. Both projects are necessary to deliver power from the Riverside Energy Center as contracted by the state’s utilities. 

Counties and municipalities along the route of the line will receive environmental impact payments associated with the construction of this project, and counties in which substations are expanded will receive additional money from utility-shared revenue.

ATC filed its application in May. The estimated cost of the project is $30.6 million. Construction on the substations will begin this fall, with line construction to begin in 2005. The line is expected to be in-service in May of 2006.

ATC plans, constructs, operates, maintains and will expand its transmission facilities to provide for adequate and reliable transmission of power. It provides non-discriminatory service to all customers, supporting effective competition in energy markets without favoring any market participant. A member of the Midwest ISO regional transmission organization, ATC owns more than 8,900 miles of transmission lines with a total investment of approximately $800 million in transmission facilities in portions of Wisconsin, Michigan and Illinois.
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