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Information meetings scheduled for new transmission lines, substations

Projects needed to improve electric reliability

DE PERE, Wis. – American Transmission Co. will host a series of open houses in north central and north east Wisconsin in late January and early February to provide preliminary information about two new transmission lines and associated substations it proposes to build in 2007.

“The electric transmission system in north central and north east Wisconsin is aging and in need of upgrading,” said Mark Williamson, ATC vice president of major projects. “Electricity use has increased significantly since the 1960s, yet the transmission system has not been expanded.  These projects will help meet the growing demand for electricity.”  

The existing 115 kilovolt electric transmission system in Marathon and Shawano counties is not capable of delivering power from a proposed new generator at the Weston Power Plant, which is scheduled to come on-line in 2008. An approximate 50-mile 345 kV transmission line is being planned to transmit electricity from the power plant to a yet-to-be-sited substation in the Clintonville/Shawano/Belle Plaine area.

The 345 kV and 138 kV systems that link northeastern Wisconsin and the Upper Peninsula of Michigan are among the most severely constrained in the Midwest.  These constraints limit ATC’s ability to deliver reliable, affordable power generated inside and outside of the region. A 50-mile 345 kV transmission line linking the Morgan Substation southwest of Oconto Falls to a new substation in the New London area also is proposed.

The two new lines will intersect at the proposed new substation in the Clintonville-Shawano-Belle Plaine area.

Although specific routes for the transmission lines have not been developed, ATC has identified a broad study area to examine potential corridors. ATC staff will be on hand at 10 open houses scheduled on five days in different locations to provide information about the need for the facilities, the siting and public involvement process, as well as environmental and regulatory reviews.  The transmission lines and substations require approval from the Public Service Commission of Wisconsin and permits from the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources. PSCW and DNR representatives are expected to participate in the open houses. ATC will seek public feedback and gather environmental data in 2004 in preparation for its regulatory filing for the projects in 2005.

ATC plans, constructs, operates, maintains and will expand its transmission facilities to provide for adequate and reliable transmission of power. It provides non-discriminatory service to all customers, supporting effective competition in energy markets without favoring any market participant. A member of the Midwest ISO regional transmission organization, ATC owns more than 8,900 miles of transmission lines with a total investment of approximately $700 million in transmission facilities in portions of Wisconsin, Michigan and Illinois.

Note to editors:  A map of the study areas is available at ATC’s Web site 

atcllc.com
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Electric transmission system improvements

What is proposed?

Transmission lines

· A new, 50-mile 345 kV line called Gardner Park to Central Wisconsin in Marathon and Shawano Counties.  This line is needed because the existing 115 kV system is inadequate to transmit the output of a new addition at the Weston Power Plant. 

· A new, 50-mile 345 kV line from the Morgan Substation south of Oconto Falls to the New London area. This line is needed to relieve congestion on the existing system, creating much-needed operating flexibility to bolster electric reliability in the region. It also will improve transfer capability, allowing power to flow more freely across the system.

These two transmission lines will substantially complete the 345 kV network in eastern Wisconsin.  The 345 kV network is the backbone of the state’s electric transmission grid.

Substations

· Gardner Park, south of the existing Weston substation on the site of the Weston Power Plant. Gardner Park is the terminus of the recently re-authorized Arrowhead Weston transmission line.  Additional equipment will be necessary to connect the substation to the proposed Weston 4 generating unit.  

· Central Wisconsin, to be located in the Clintonville/Shawano/Belle Plaine area. This substation will serve as the terminus for the Gardner Park-Central Wisconsin transmission line described above.

· Werner West, to be located near New London. This substation will serve as the terminus to the Morgan-Werner West transmission line described above.

Substations are facilities where electric system components can be switched in and out of service, voltage can be transformed up or down, and where power can be regulated and metered. Substations also interconnect major sections of transmission lines. These interconnections give system operators flexibility in directing the flow of power for reliability and economic purposes.
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Gardner Park to Central Wisconsin 

And

Morgan to Werner West Projects

Public Information Open Houses

All open houses are scheduled from

1–3 pm and 6–8 pm
January 27, 2004

Pella Town Hall

Intersection of Shawano County Highways M and D

(Follow Highway D about 5-1/2 mile south of 29 or follow Highway U south of Highway 29 about 2 miles to M, turn right (west), go 3 miles to D)

January 28, 2004

Reid Town Hall

R1603 Marathon County Highway Y

(About 3-1/2 miles south of Highway 29)

January 29, 2004

Village of Bear Creek Community Center

109 Prospect Street

(Follow Highway 76 about 1/2 mile east of Highway 45; turn right on Prospect)

February 3, 2004

Village of Cecil Community Center

111 East Hofman Street

(From Highway 22 in Cecil, turn east on Freeborn, south on Washington, east on Hofman.)

February 4, 2004

Village of Tigerton Community Center

221 Birch Street

(From Highway 45 in Tigerton, turn west on Pine, south on Beech, east on Birch.)

ATC news release, Jan. 14, 2004
