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From:
Annemarie Newman


June 22, 2005                 

ATC proposes transmission line in northern Dane County 

Project is one of several needed to maintain reliable electric service

MADISON, Wis. – ATC will submit an application to the Public Service Commission by the end of the year to build a new transmission line in northern Dane County. ATC will host two open houses in Waunakee to provide information, answer questions and get feedback from residents on its proposal. 

ATC proposes to build approximately eight miles of 138-kilovolt transmission line to connect the North Madison Substation in the town of Vienna with the Huiskamp Substation in the town of Westport.

Portions of Dane, Middleton, Waunakee, Westport and the northeast side of Madison are supported by a network of 69-kilovolt transmission lines that are used to near-maximum capacity during the peak summer season. They are projected to be overloaded in summer 2009. There is also limited ability to take these lines out of service for maintenance, resulting in reduced reliability and increased operating costs. To maintain reliable electric service, new transmission facilities are needed.

“The transmission system in Dane County is weak,” said Mark Williamson, ATC vice president of major projects. “This is a critical short-term upgrade that will reinforce the network and provide time for us to complete more significant projects to meet Dane County’s high growth rates.”
This project is the first of four transmission lines identified by the Energy Initiative as needed to maintain reliable electric service in Dane County, where population and electricity usage are growing at rates exceeding the state average.

ATC seeks local input early, which helps design projects that reduce impacts. For this project, ATC has identified a set of preliminary route options and is asking the public to help identify routes that would minimize impacts to the community and the environment. Representatives of ATC and the Waunakee Municipal Electric Utility will be available at the following times and location:

Tuesday, June 28, 2005




Thursday, June 30, 2005


1 to 3 p.m. and 6 to 8 p.m.




1 to 3 p.m. and 6 to 8 p.m.


Sweet Sophie’s





Sweet Sophie’s



1008 Quinn Dr., Waunakee




1008 Quinn Dr., Waunakee
ATC will consider feedback to refine its proposal to two routes that are required for its regulatory application. Additional meetings will be held this summer and fall to discuss the proposed routes. The estimated cost of the project is $11.4 million, and it is expected to be in service in spring 2008. The Energy Initiative’s report on electric reliability in Dane County is available at www.energyinitiative.org
ATC plans, constructs, operates, maintains and will expand its transmission facilities to provide adequate and reliable transmission of power. ATC provides nondiscriminatory service to all customers, supporting effective competition in energy markets without favoring any market participant. A member of the Midwest ISO regional transmission organization, ATC owns more than 8,900 miles of transmission lines with a total investment in facilities of approximately $1 billion in portions of Wisconsin, Michigan and Illinois. For more information, visit our Web site at www.atcllc.com.
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