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ATC proposes major electric transmission line project in southern Dane County 

Smaller transmission line also proposed; public invited to provide input at open house events

MADISON, Wis. – American Transmission Co. will host a series of open house events in southern Dane County in late July to provide information and seek feedback about two new transmission lines it proposes to build in 2008 and 2011. 

“The electric transmission system in Dane County is weak and needs major reinforcements to meet growing demand for electricity over the long term,” said Mark Williamson, ATC vice president of major projects. “Despite significant recent investments, we are proposing to build two new transmission lines in southern Dane County where the growth is outpacing the capability of the system to maintain reliable electric service.” 

The first proposal is for an approximate 55-mile, 345-kilovolt transmission line from the Rockdale Substation in the town of Christiana to the West Middleton Substation by 2011. This project will help move power across Dane County and southern Wisconsin, reinforce the “backbone” of the transmission network, reduce the need for smaller transmission projects, and improve the efficiency of the electric system. 

The Rockdale to West Middleton project is one of four transmission lines identified by the Energy Initiative as necessary to maintain reliable electric service in Dane County, where electricity usage is growing at 3.75 percent, nearly twice the statewide average. The Energy Initiative is a group of public advocacy organizations, environmental groups and utilities that reviewed ATC transmission line proposals on a technical level and issued a report on electric system reliability in Dane County earlier this year. The report is available at www.energyinitiative.org. The estimated cost of the project is $115 million.

This major project will also help support smaller local upgrades, such as one ATC plans in southern Dane County, where electricity usage in some areas is growing at 6 to 8 percent per year. Madison Gas and Electric and Alliant Energy have plans to build new substations to serve growing communities in Fitchburg and the town of Oregon. ATC’s second proposal is for a 6-mile, 138-kilovolt transmission line to connect these new substations with a third new substation in the town of Montrose to meet growing demand and reinforce the local electric system. The estimated cost of this project is $16 million.

ATC has identified a broad study area to examine potential corridors and will host open house events scheduled on five days in different locations to provide information about the projects and hear public input. “We will spend the next year or so studying potential routes, seeking public feedback, and refining our proposals. Now is the time for citizens to give input on how best to site these facilities,” Williamson added.

During the route evaluation process, ATC will use public input and engineering and environmental analysis to identify potential corridors, preliminary routes, and finally a preferred and alternate route for its construction application to the Public Service Commission. ATC will host additional open house events in fall and spring and expects to apply in 2006 for authorization from the PSC to construct these projects. 

ATC plans, constructs, operates, maintains and will expand its transmission facilities to provide adequate and reliable transmission of power. ATC provides nondiscriminatory service to all customers, supporting effective competition in energy markets without favoring any market participant. A member of the Midwest ISO regional transmission organization, ATC owns approximately 8,900 miles of transmission lines with a total investment in facilities of approximately $1 billion in portions of Wisconsin, Michigan and Illinois. For more information, visit our Web site at www.atcllc.com.
#  #  #

� EMBED PBrush  ���









[image: image2.png]AMERICAN TRANSMISSION COMPANY © N E W Media Line: 608-877-3648
Twe Ewenav access comeany Fax: 608-877-3602

2 Fen Dak Court sMadison, WI 53718-8610
262.5006700To Fre: 866-690-3204 F: 262.50667108 wnnatcle.com




_1180348815

