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Public informational meetings set to begin on Dane County transmission project

ATC to answer questions about Beltline and southern routes for transmission line 
MADISON – American Transmission Co. will host a series of public informational open house meetings next week to share information about the proposed Rockdale – West Middleton transmission line project. ATC is encouraging the public to learn more about the two proposed route options that will be included in the regulatory application the company will submit to the Public Service Commission in October. 

ATC unveiled the final two route alternatives for the transmission line last week. The northern route alternative generally follows I-90 and the Beltline highway west toward Middleton. The southern route follows a path mostly through rural areas offset from county highways. 

“We’re encouraging property owners who are not yet familiar with this critical project to become in engaged in the process so they understand how the project may potentially impact their property and the next steps in the process,” said Mark Williamson, vice president of Major Projects.  At the meetings next week, ATC staff also will discuss other aspects of the proposed project including the overall need for a new transmission line, environmental impacts, the regulatory review process, and engineering and construction issues.
Public informational open houses to review the final route alternatives:

Monday, Aug. 20, 4 – 8 p.m. 

Wednesday, Aug. 22, 4 – 8 p.m.

Alliant Energy Center


Quality Inn & Suites, Fitchburg
Tuesday, Aug. 21, 4 – 8 p.m.

Thursday, Aug. 23, 4 – 8 p.m.

LakeView Church, Stoughton  

The Heights Event Center, Verona
ATC’s public involvement process began more than two years ago when the company first introduced a proposal for a 345-kilovolt electric transmission line between the towns of Middleton and Christiana. More than 17,000 households were invited to attend 18 open houses in the past couple of years and to provide input and feedback.  “Our collaborative approach to routing and siting transmission lines involved thousands of people,” explained Williamson. “Our public outreach has been a two-way street that included a meaningful dialogue with property owners, public officials and other stakeholders about the need and possible impacts of the project.”
According to Williamson, the final route options for the transmission line were directly influenced by ATC’s public involvement activities. “The valuable information and input from the public leads to good decision-making, results in a better, more acceptable project, and helps us prepare a regulatory application that can withstand the thorough review of the PSC,” he said. 
The year-long regulatory review will begin in October when ATC files its construction application for the project.  “We encourage people to continue their involvement as the regulatory process begins and the PSC reviews our proposal,” said Williamson. 

ATC owns, plans, constructs, operates, maintains and will expand its transmission facilities to provide adequate and reliable transmission of power. ATC provides nondiscriminatory service to all customers, supporting effective competition in energy markets without favoring any market participant. A member of the Midwest ISO, ATC owns approximately 9,100 miles of transmission lines and 480 substations with a total investment of $1.8 billion in facilities in portions of Wisconsin, Michigan, Minnesota and Illinois. For more information, visit our Web site at www.atcllc.com
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