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New power line goes into service

16-mile line between Tomahawk and Rhinelander will improve electric reliability

DE PERE, Wis. – The transmission lines that bring electric energy to the Northwoods from Wausau will be strengthened significantly when a new, 16-mile power line is energized June 24.

American Transmission Co. has replaced an existing 115,000-volt (115-kV) line between the Skanawan Switching Station five miles southeast of Tomahawk and the Highway 8 Substation near Kemp Street and Highway 17 in Rhinelander. The existing H-frame wooden structures have been replaced with single steel poles that now carry two 115-kV circuits. Use of the steel monopoles reduced the amount of right-of-way from 100 feet to 80 feet in most places. The wooden structures will be removed starting in late June.

“This is the latest in a series of steps to improve electric reliability in Lincoln, Oneida and Vilas counties,” explains Kurt Hendrickson, local relations representative for ATC. “ATC has worked with Wisconsin Public Service Corp., the local distribution company, on a series of upgrades to accommodate growth in electric demand. This new line will give ATC operators flexibility in serving the area, particularly during times of peak usage or weather-related problems on the system.” 

Future plans to upgrade the system known as the “Rhinelander Loop” include a 13- to 15-mile line between Eagle River and Conover, known as the Cranberry-Conover project. That interconnection not only will strengthen reliability of the Rhinelander Loop, it also will improve ATC’s ability to transfer power between northern Wisconsin and Upper Michigan.

ATC plans, constructs, operates, maintains and will expand its transmission facilities to provide adequate and reliable transmission of power. ATC provides nondiscriminatory service to all customers, supporting effective competition in energy markets without favoring any market participant. A member of the Midwest ISO regional transmission organization, ATC owns more than 8,900 miles of transmission lines with a total investment in facilities of approximately $1 billion in portions of Wisconsin, Michigan and Illinois. For more information, visit our Web site at www.atcllc.com.
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