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From:
Annemarie Newman


Sept. 14, 2005                 

ATC refines transmission line proposal for northern Dane County 

Transmission company hosts second set of open houses 

MADISON, Wis. – American Transmission Co. has narrowed the set of route options under consideration for a transmission system upgrade in northern Dane County. ATC is proposing to construct approximately eight miles of 138-kilovolt transmission line to connect the North Madison Substation in the town of Vienna with the Huiskamp Substation in the town of Westport.
After conducting preliminary engineering and environmental analyses of the routes and talking with residents at open houses in June, ATC highlighted on its project map the routes to be studied further.  ATC will host an open house to provide information, answer questions and get feedback from residents on the remaining route options for its proposal.
“In reviewing the relative benefits of the different route options, we took into account a  variety of factors, including environmental issues, engineering and design issues, land use plans, community feedback and electric system needs,” said Bob Sier, ATC project manager. “We also reviewed the options in light of state requirements to give greater consideration to existing corridors — utility lines, roads and railroads. We will continue our analysis of the narrowed set of route options through the fall.”

ATC is asking for input from the public to help identify which of the remaining route options would better minimize impacts to the community and environment. ATC will use the community’s feedback to select a preferred and alternate route for its regulatory application. ATC and Waunakee Utilities representatives will be available at the open house event:

Thursday, Sept. 22, 2005

2 - 4 p.m. and 6 - 8 p.m.

Sweet Sophie’s


1008 Quinn Dr., Waunakee 

No formal presentation is planned. The public is invited to stop in as convenient during these times.

The North Madison Waunakee transmission system upgrade is proposed to address growth in area demand for electricity and to maintain electric system reliability for much of northern Dane County. This project is the first of four transmission lines identified by the Energy Initiative as needed to maintain reliable electric service in Dane County. The estimated cost of the project is $11.4 million, and ATC expects to file an application with the Public Service Commission early next year. It is expected to be in service in spring 2008. 

ATC plans, constructs, operates, maintains and will expand its transmission facilities to provide adequate and reliable transmission of power. ATC provides nondiscriminatory service to all customers, supporting effective competition in energy markets without favoring any market participant. A member of the Midwest ISO regional transmission organization, ATC owns more than 8,900 miles of transmission lines with a total investment in facilities of approximately $1 billion in portions of Wisconsin, Michigan and Illinois. For more information, visit our Web site at www.atcllc.com. ###
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