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ATC unveils route options for electric transmission line
Dane County power line project moves to next phase
MADISON – Three possible route options have been identified for a new 345-kilolvolt electric transmission line between Middleton and the town of Christiana. American Transmission Co. is proposing the line to reinforce the aging electric system that serves Dane County and southern Wisconsin and to meet the increasing electrical usage resulting from the tremendous growth in the county. 
The three route options—including a northern route that generally follows the Beltline, a middle route that parallels existing transmission lines through the towns of Pleasant Springs and Dunn and the City of Fitchburg, and a southern route that uses mostly rural areas following County Highway A—will be the topic of a series of public open houses next month to gather feedback and input. Depending on the route that is approved by the Public Service Commission of Wisconsin, the estimated cost of the project is $131 million to $163 million (includes substation work). The proposed transmission line is scheduled to be placed in service by summer 2011.

The input and suggestions from thousands of people, including members of the public, elected officials, community leaders, environmental groups, landowners and many groups has resulted in what ATC considers the three most viable routes for the project. “These route options are the result of thousands of hours of analysis and evaluation,” explains Mark Williamson, vice president of major projects. “We began with dozens and dozens of possible corridors, and over the past six months we’ve looked at all the engineering and environmental issues. These decisions are complex, but they reflect our best effort to balance public input with land use, constructability, environmental and other considerations.”  
ATC initially identified a broad study area, which was presented to the public last summer. Preliminary corridors following existing utility and road corridors, recreational trails and new cross-country corridors were identified and presented at a series of open houses last fall. Those corridors have been narrowed and refined to the three route options that remain. “At every step, we’ve gone to the public with updated engineering and environmental maps so that people could weigh in on the plans and give their feedback,” says Williamson. 

Williamson cautions the temptation to believe there’s a perfect route. “The fact of the matter is there’s a good route that will work, but it won’t be without some impacts,” he says. “There’s no way to completely avoid any and all impacts. Our goal is to solve a serious electrical problem in the Dane County area that we know is real by identifying the most acceptable route based on a number of factors.”
The transmission line and the improvements to the substations on each end of the line require approval from the PSC and permits from the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources. ATC will narrow the route options to two—a preferred and alternate route—which will be included in the company’s regulatory application that it expects to submit early next year. The PSC determines the route if the project is approved.
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ATC plans, constructs, operates, maintains and will expand its transmission facilities to provide adequate and reliable transmission of power. ATC provides nondiscriminatory service to all customers, supporting effective competition in energy markets without favoring any market participant. A member of the Midwest ISO regional transmission organization, ATC owns approximately 8,900 miles of transmission lines with a total investment in facilities of $1.3 billion in portions of Wisconsin, Michigan, Minnesota and Illinois. For more information, visit our Web site at www.atcllc.com.
Note to editors: A map of the routes is available in the Projects section of ATC’s Web site:

www.atcllc.com

###

Public Information Open Houses 

2 – 8 p.m.
Tuesday, June 20

LakeView Church

2200 Lincoln Ave.

Stoughton

Wednesday, June 21

Exposition Hall at the Alliant Energy Center

1919 Alliant Energy Center Way

Madison

Monday, June 26

Quality Inn & Suites

2969 Cahill Main

Fitchburg

Tuesday, June 27

The Heights Event Center 
(located in the MAC Sports Center)

411 Prairie Heights Drive

Verona

Wednesday, June 28

St. John's Lutheran Church

625 E. Netherwood St.

Oregon
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ATC also announced a change in scope and has identified routes for a related project. The company originally proposed in 2005 plans for a 138-kilovolt transmission line between Fitchburg and Montrose, which also would have included the construction of two new substations. During the routing and siting process, ATC reevaluated the project based on public input and engineering analysis, and determined that an alternative solution—a line between Fitchburg and Verona would solve the electrical problem while minimizing the amount of new right-of-way that would be needed. This change in scope also means that the use of the Badger State Trail, except for a crossing, would be eliminated.
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