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From:
Annemarie Newman


Dec. 1, 2005                 

ATC proposes Hwys. I and 113 for northern Dane County power line route 

Public invited to view maps, regulatory filing schedule at open house 
MADISON, Wis. – In its application to the Public Service Commission in January, American Transmission Co. will propose Highway I and Highway 113 as its preferred route for a new transmission line for the North Madison to Waunakee transmission system upgrade. ATC will host an open house Tuesday, Dec. 6, at Sweet Sophie’s in Waunakee for the public to view maps and ask questions.

ATC proposes to construct approximately eight miles of 138-kilovolt transmission line to connect the North Madison Substation in the town of Vienna with the Huiskamp Substation in the town of Westport. The alternate route follows Patton, Cuba Valley, Schumacher and Raemisch Roads to the existing transmission line just south of the Waunakee industrial park, which runs to the Huiskamp substation. 

“The transmission system in this area is outdated and needs to be reinforced to prevent future system failures,” said Sarah Justus, ATC local relations representative. “We’ve spent the past seven months talking with local residents and evaluating many initial route options. After holding several meetings in the area, the route along Highway I and Highway 113 emerged as a cost-effective and technically feasible route that best reduces overall impacts to landowners, the community and the environment.”

This route has several significant advantages over the alternate route, including reduced impacts to local resources such as Schumacher Farm Park and the wetlands near Six Mile Creek. This route uses the east side of Hwy. 113, more than 500 ft. from the edge of Savannah Village and 1,000 feet from the new school site. 

The public is invited to an open house to talk with ATC real estate, engineering and regulatory staff. No formal presentation is planned. 

Tuesday, Dec. 6, 2005

2 - 4 p.m. and 6 - 8 p.m.

Sweet Sophie’s


1008 Quinn Dr., Waunakee 

ATC expects the PSC to hold a public hearing next summer and make a decision a few months thereafter. If the project is approved, the PSC makes the final route selection as part of its decision.

The North Madison Waunakee transmission system upgrade is proposed to address growth in area demand for electricity and to maintain electric system reliability for much of northern Dane County. This project is the first of four transmission lines identified by the Energy Initiative as needed to maintain reliable electric service in Dane County. The estimated cost of the project is $11.4 million If approved, the project should be completed in spring 2008.

ATC owns, plans, constructs, operates, maintains and will expand its transmission facilities to provide adequate and reliable transmission of power. ATC provides nondiscriminatory service to all customers, supporting effective competition in energy markets without favoring any market participant. A member of the Midwest ISO, ATC owns approximately 8,900 miles of transmission lines and 460 substations with a total investment of $1.3 billion in facilities in portions of Wisconsin, Michigan's Upper Peninsula and Illinois. For more information, visit our Web site at www.atcllc.com.                             ###
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