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ATC announces preliminary corridors for transmission lines in southern Dane County 

Corridor maps unveiled; public feedback sought at open house events

MADISON, Wis. – American Transmission Co. will host a second series of open house events in southern Dane County in mid-November to provide information and seek input about preliminary corridors for two new transmission lines it proposes to build in 2008 and 2011. 

“This is our first pass at identifying corridors that may be suitable for new transmission lines,” said Mark Williamson, ATC vice president of major projects. “Despite significant recent investments, growth in Dane County is outpacing the capability of the transmission system to maintain reliable electric service. We are committed to working cooperatively with the community to come up with acceptable routes for these critical facilities.” More than 400 people attended ATC’s first series of public meetings July.
The first proposal is for an approximate 55-mile, 345-kilovolt transmission line from the Rockdale Substation in the town of Christiana to the West Middleton Substation by 2011. This project will help move power across Dane County and southern Wisconsin, reinforce the “backbone” of the transmission network, reduce the need for smaller transmission projects, and improve the efficiency of the electric system. The estimated cost of the project is $115 million.
This major project will also help support smaller local upgrades, such as one ATC plans in southern Dane County, where electricity usage in some areas is growing at 6 to 8 percent per year, or three times the statewide average. Madison Gas and Electric and Alliant Energy have plans to build new substations to meet demand in Fitchburg and the town of Oregon. ATC’s second proposal is for a 10-mile, 138-kilovolt transmission line to connect these new substations with a third new substation in the town of Montrose to reinforce the local electric system. The estimated cost of this project is $16 million.

ATC has identified preliminary corridors that may be suitable for transmission line routes. The corridors have not been thoroughly evaluated before being introduced for public discussion. ATC will host open house events scheduled on five days in different locations to hear public input. “Input we receive now will be used to rule in—or rule out—possible transmission line corridors that require further evaluation,” Williamson added. 
During the route evaluation process, ATC will use public input and engineering and environmental analysis to evaluate preliminary corridors and identify proposed routes and ultimately a preferred and alternate route for its construction application to the Public Service Commission. ATC will host additional open house events next spring and summer and expects to apply late in 2006 for construction authorization from the PSC.
The Rockdale to West Middleton project is one of four transmission lines identified by the Energy Initiative as necessary to maintain reliable electric service in Dane County, where electricity usage is growing at 3.75 percent, nearly twice the statewide average. The Energy Initiative is a group of public advocacy organizations, environmental groups and utilities that reviewed ATC transmission line proposals on a technical level and issued a report on electric system reliability in Dane County earlier this year. The report is available at www.energyinitiative.org. 
[Note to editors: The preliminary corridor map is available at:

http://www.atcllc.com/documents/Preliminary_Corridors_11x17_093005.pdf 
Dates and times of the open house events are listed on our Web site

http://www.atcllc.com/TP_rtwm_project.shtml ]
ATC owns, plans, constructs, operates, maintains and will expand its transmission facilities to provide adequate and reliable transmission of power. ATC provides nondiscriminatory service to all customers, supporting effective competition in energy markets without favoring any market participant. A member of the Midwest ISO, ATC owns approximately 8,900 miles of transmission lines and 460 substations with a total investment of $1.3 billion in facilities in portions of Wisconsin, Michigan's Upper Peninsula and Illinois. For more information, visit our Web site at www.atcllc.com.
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