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From:
    Mark Williamson, Vice President – Major Projects
                 December 28, 2006
Contact:  Sarah Justus – 279-0129
Public Service Commission begins review of Fitchburg – Verona Electric Upgrade
New line is needed to meet growing demand in South Central Dane County

MADISON, Wis. – The formal regulatory review is underway for a new substation in the City of Fitchburg and a new transmission line connecting the proposed Oak Ridge Substation with an existing substation in the City of Verona.  American Transmission Co. today filed its application for the Fitchburg – Verona project with the Wisconsin Public Service Commission.

ATC is proposing to construct the Oak Ridge substation near the intersection of Fish Hatchery Road and Irish Lane in the City of Fitchburg.  The proposed 6-mile, 138-kilovolt transmission line would connect the new Oak Ridge substation with the existing Verona substation. The total estimated cost of these improvements is approximately $19 million.

The project is needed to meet growing demand for electricity in south central Dane County.  “This part of the county has seen dramatic growth and the electric system has not kept pace,” explains Sarah Justus, ATC local relations.  “The existing facilities are projected to become overloaded by the summer of 2009.  This project will strengthen both ATC’s transmission system and Madison Gas & Electric’s local distribution system to ensure safe and reliable electric service.”

Over the last 18 months, ATC has worked with local residents, elected officials and others to gather input and answer questions about the project.  “We appreciate the involvement of the public in this project to date and look forward to continued public input as this project moves to the regulatory stage” says Justus.  During the regulatory review the Public Service Commission will review the need for the project and the proposed routes.  The PSC will also work with the Department of Natural Resources to conduct an environmental review.

###

ATC plans, constructs, operates, maintains and will expand its transmission facilities to provide adequate and reliable transmission of power. ATC provides nondiscriminatory service to all customers, supporting effective competition in energy markets without favoring any market participant. A member of the Midwest ISO regional transmission organization, ATC owns approximately 8,900 miles of transmission lines with a total investment in facilities of $1.5 billion in portions of Wisconsin, Michigan, Minnesota and Illinois. For more information, visit our Web site at www.atcllc.com.
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