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From:
Annemarie Newman


Sept. 28, 2005
Route identified for new transmission line in central Columbia County 

Project from Columbia Power Plant to Wyocena and Rio will reinforce electric system

MADISON, Wis. – American Transmission Co. has identified a route for the Columbia Rio Electric Reliability Project, a new 10-mile, 69-kilovolt transmission line needed to improve local electric system reliability and accommodate a new substation in Wyocena. ATC first announced its plans in October 2004. 
From the Columbia Power Plant to the village of Wyocena, the new transmission line route primarily follows the south side of Highway 16. Based on public feedback and further engineering and environmental studies, the line will follow the 345-kilovolt line corridor to Rio.  A portion of the 69-kilovolt line around Rio will be removed following construction. Alliant Energy-Wisconsin Power & Light will begin construction near the end of 2006 on a new substation to be located west of Highway 22, between Old Highway 16 and the existing transmission line. 

Public input helped determine the route for the transmission line. More than 100 area residents and local officials commented on plans during open house events held in Wyocena late last year and early this year and ATC revised its routes based on this input. 

Construction on the project begins this month and residents may notice the following:

· Residents will see tree-clearing along Highway 16 this fall. While clearing tall-growing trees is necessary for the safe operation of the line, ATC encourages suitable plantings in the transmission line right-of-way. Visit the Web site for a planting guide outlining low-growing trees, shrubs and native grasses and perennial flowers that are compatible with the transmission line.

· When transmission line construction begins early next year, minor traffic disruptions along Highway 16 may occur. ATC will attempt to keep these to a minimum by having crews work in road right-of-way whenever possible. 

· During construction the potential for local electricity outages increases. ATC will work to minimize disruption of electric service while making improvements that will improve local electricity delivery for the long term. 

· Construction of the Wyocena Substation begins late in 2006

The new transmission lines and substation are needed to meet growing local demand, back up critical facilities during the peak summer season and prevent outages. The new transmission line is expected to be in service in December 2006. 

ATC owns, plans, constructs, operates, maintains and will expand its transmission facilities to provide adequate and reliable transmission of power. ATC provides nondiscriminatory service to all customers, supporting effective competition in energy markets without favoring any market participant. A member of the Midwest ISO, ATC owns approximately 8,900 miles of transmission lines and 460 substations with a total investment of $1.3 billion in facilities in portions of Wisconsin, Michigan's Upper Peninsula and Illinois. For more information, visit our Web site at www.atcllc.com.
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