[image: image1.png]\\‘g‘

AMERICAN TRANSMISSION COMPANY €





NEWS RELEASE
[image: image1.png]

801 O’Keefe Road ■ PO BOX 6113 ■ De Pere, WI 54115

920-338-6500 ■ Fax:920-338-6502 ■  www.atcllc.com

From:  Jackie Olson


Oct. 16, 2006


(920) 338-6574 (office)


(920) 360-0966 (cell)

ATC places upgraded power lines in service 

New lines, substations will improve power flow, reliability in northeastern Wisconsin and the Upper Peninsula 

DE PERE, Wis. --  American Transmission Co. energized new power lines last weekend, completing a two-year project to upgrade 80-year-old facilities in Oconto and Marinette counties in Wisconsin and Menominee and Dickinson counties in Michigan.

“This is a major step forward in bolstering electric reliability in the region,” explains Mike Rowe, ATC vice president of construction. “The project helps resolve the most chronic problem on ATC’s system – the limited ability to transfer power between Wisconsin and Upper Michigan because of aging, overloaded lines that often were operating at their limits.”

The Plains-Amberg-Stiles-West Marinette project involved three distinct line upgrades:

· West Marinette – Amberg: a 45-mile 69,000 volt, or 69-kV, line was upgraded to 138-kV operation on new structures within the existing right-of-way. 

· Plains – Amberg: a new 138-kV line was built while service was maintained using a temporary bypass line within the existing right-of-way. The bypass was necessary because the 22-mile line is so critical to ATC operations that it could not be taken out of service during construction.

· Amberg – Stiles: this line was rebuilt with new structures and conductor in the last four months. The completion of the West Marinette – Amberg project facilitated the construction of this 44-mile, 138-kV line without the use of a bypass line. 

The project also involved expansion of the Amberg Substation and construction of two new substations in Ingalls and near Holmes, Mich.

“The project was not without challenges,” Rowe notes. “We are grateful for the cooperation we received from property owners, local officials, our contractors and others who helped us safely complete this $95 million project.”

 

ATC owns, plans, constructs, operates, maintains and will expand its transmission facilities to provide adequate and reliable transmission of power. ATC provides nondiscriminatory service to all customers, supporting effective competition in energy markets without favoring any market participant. A member of the Midwest ISO, ATC owns approximately 8,900 miles of transmission lines and 480 substations with a total investment of $1.5 billion in facilities in portions of Wisconsin, Michigan's Upper Peninsula and Illinois. For more information, visit our Web site at www.atcllc.com.
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