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Washburn County Board grants easement for Arrowhead-Weston
WAUKESHA, Wis. – American Transmission Co. officials applaud the Washburn County Board for its vote last night granting ATC permission to build part of the Arrowhead-Weston power line on county-owned property.

“Washburn County is the final county with significant land crossed by the project to agree to grant an easement,” said Mark Williamson, vice president of major projects for ATC.  “Washburn County was the first county to work cooperatively with ATC on the project. We’re pleased that we were able to reach an agreement with the county that’s in the best interests of the county and electricity users in Wisconsin.”

The board voted to allow ATC to build the Arrowhead-Weston project on about 9.5 miles of county-owned land, all of which already hosts a transmission line. Williamson said the decision to grant ATC access is a winning situation for all people of Washburn County.
“The county will receive hundreds of thousands of dollars in impact payments, ATC will work with the county on the construction plan and, most importantly, the reliability of the area’s electric power grid will be dramatically improved, paving the way for economic growth,” Williamson said.

Nearly 80 percent of the 220-mile line is being built on existing rights-of-way (transmission lines, gas pipelines, railroads or highways) from Wausau, Wis., to Duluth, Minn. Construction began in Wisconsin this year and is nearly complete in Minnesota. The line will be in service June 2008.

ATC owns, plans, constructs, operates, maintains and will expand its transmission facilities to provide adequate and reliable transmission of power. ATC provides nondiscriminatory service to all customers, supporting effective competition in energy markets without favoring any market participant. A member of the Midwest ISO, ATC owns approximately 8,900 miles of transmission lines and 460 substations with a total investment of $1.3 billion in facilities in portions of Wisconsin, Michigan's Upper Peninsula and Illinois. For more information, visit our Web site at www.atcllc.com.
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