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From:
    Mark Williamson, Vice President - Major Projects

                 Sept. 21, 2006

Contact:  Franc Fennessy   608-877-3645

ATC supports independent study of electricity needs
Need analysis built into regulatory review process 
MADISON – Responding to a resolution passed tonight by the Dane County Board, American Transmission Co. agrees that the citizens of Dane County should support and encourage an independent study of power needs.  “Fortunately, the analysis of need is built into the regulatory review process,” explains Mark Williamson, ATC’s vice president of Major Projects. “And the public should insist that the Public Service Commission fulfill its statutory responsibility by conducting a comprehensive review of the need for new transmission lines.” 

Some members of the Dane County Board of Supervisors, along with other people, have questioned the conclusions of ATC’s planning studies and the results of an independent review of those studies conducted by a group of Wisconsin utilities, public advocacy organizations, environmental groups and local stakeholders. “A project proposal always begins with our analysis of electric system needs and a study of the problems that will affect future performance of the system,” explains Williamson. “In the case of Dane County, our studies showed the electric system deficiencies to be significant. In addition, we sought an independent review—an audit—of our studies which confirmed the need for more electricity infrastructure in Dane County. The analysis of need by the PSC will provide a third and definitive review of the data.”

The call for an independent study has been debated since earlier this year. According to Williamson, ATC offered to release its data for review if some group wanted to pursue and fund another study. “Some individuals continue to push for a study, but no one has come forward to actually conduct a study,” he said. “We will submit an application for the Rockdale-West Middleton project early next year to the PSC and continue to work on other proposals.”  

When challenged about the number of separate proposals for Dane County and suggestions that the company is “piece-mealing” its projects, Williamson defended ATC’s planning expertise. “We have some of the best and most experienced system planners in the industry. The process of looking at a transmission network to identify problems and solutions is extremely complex,” he said.  “We always look at the system in aggregate, and identify projects and solutions that provide optimal benefits that solve multiple problems at multiple locations.”  

Williamson added that system planning always involves looking at alternatives. “We explore perhaps dozens of possible solutions and alternatives before we ever propose a project. Least-cost planning—and keeping the lights on—is our obligation and responsibility.” 






- more -

ATC has identified several electric transmission projects in and around Dane County that are needed to meet the increased electric usage and projected usage. Dane County’s population is growing at a rate faster than any other county in the state with electric usage in some parts of the county increasing each year by more than 7 percent—three to four times the increase in usage in other parts of the state. Dane County is being served by an electric transmission system that has had few improvements in the past 25 years; some portions of the system are more than 60 years old
###

ATC plans, constructs, operates, maintains and will expand its transmission facilities to provide adequate and reliable transmission of power. ATC provides nondiscriminatory service to all customers, supporting effective competition in energy markets without favoring any market participant. A member of the Midwest ISO regional transmission organization, ATC owns approximately 8,900 miles of transmission lines with a total investment in facilities of $1.5 billion in portions of Wisconsin, Michigan, Minnesota and Illinois. For more information, visit our Web site at www.atcllc.com.
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