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Public Service Commission of Wisconsin determines applications for two 50-mile transmissions lines are complete

Regulatory review follows months of public outreach on Gardner Park-Central Wisconsin and the Morgan-Clintonville-Werner West projects

DE PERE, Wis. – American Transmission Co.’s applications for approval to construct two new 345-kV transmission lines in central and northeastern Wisconsin have been determined to be complete by the Public Service Commission of Wisconsin. The decision marks the beginning of the regulatory review process, which will include engineering and environmental scrutiny and a public hearing.

“After spending more than a year working with local residents to identify acceptable route options for these power lines, we look forward to the formal review by the regulatory agencies,” says Patsy Baynard, general manager for ATC’s central Wisconsin projects. 

ATC conducted 40 open house events between January 2004 and March 2005 to provide information, answer questions and solicit feedback on its proposals. Nearly 5,000 individuals attended the open houses and more than 2,000 written comments were submitted. Comments from property owners who may be affected by the projects were included in ATC’s regulatory filing.

The Gardner Park to Central Wisconsin line is needed because a new generator under construction at the Weston power plant will double the plant’s capacity. The existing 115-kV line that connects the plant to the transmission system is inadequate to carry the additional energy.   

The Morgan – Clintonville – Werner West line is proposed to relieve congestion on existing facilities in the area.  Congestion on lines in the Green Bay and Appleton area frequently results in service limitations that cost ATC’s customers millions of dollars a year. The project will create much-needed operating flexibility to bolster electric reliability in the region by allowing power to flow more freely across the system. A portion of this line, from New London to Clintonville, will carry additional 138-kV facilities to provide an added measure of localized reliability.
###

ATC plans, constructs, operates, maintains and will expand its transmission facilities to provide adequate and reliable transmission of power. ATC provides nondiscriminatory service to all customers, supporting effective competition in energy markets without favoring any market participant. A member of the Midwest ISO regional transmission organization, ATC owns more than 8,900 miles of transmission lines with a total investment in facilities of approximately $1 billion in portions of Wisconsin, Michigan and Illinois. For more information, visit our Web site at www.atcllc.com.
Note to editors:  a fact sheet and maps of the proposed projects are available at ATC’s Web site, www.atcllc.com

