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Randy Satterfield, Director

Corporate Communications


March 7, 2006  
Amato’s call for moratorium on electric transmission project

irresponsible, unnecessary

Dane County transmission needs affirmed by independent peer review

MADISON - Nino Amato, former president of the Wisconsin Industrial Energy Group (WIEG), has suggested that ATC halt its plans to upgrade Dane County’s transmission system to allow time for an additional peer review of Dane County’s transmission needs. American Transmission Company rejects Amato’s position since a comprehensive, independent review already has been done. ATC officials believe a delay also would jeopardize work to correct a fragile transmission infrastructure in Dane County. 

The Energy Initiative (EI), a collaboration of consumer groups, utilities and environmental organizations, assembled in 2003 to conduct a non-biased study of Dane County’s transmission system and concluded in early 2005 that “a major new transmission line will be needed in Dane County by 2011 and every few years thereafter to keep pace with growing electricity usage.”

Mr. Amato, as former president of WIEG , initially was a participant in the EI. 

“ATC has a responsibility to electricity users to keep pace with demand and usage, and build needed transmission projects as efficiently as possible,” said Mark Williamson, vice president of Major Projects at ATC. “Conducting a second peer review for our Dane County work just one year after the first one was completed is irresponsible, unnecessary and a waste of electric ratepayers’ money.”

Participants in the Energy Initiative include 1,000 Friends of Wisconsin, ATC, Citizens’ Utility Board, Madison Gas & Electric, Midwest Renewable Energy Association, MSB Energy Associates, RENEW Wisconsin, Wisconsin Energy Conservation Corporation, Wisconsin Power and Light and Wisconsin Public Power Inc.

The EI study came about as ATC recognized the volume of work it would be proposing in Dane County and the importance of evaluating the need for new transmission lines early, before beginning the route development process and in advance of the regulatory review process. ATC patterned the collaborative after its own open planning process, and used a funding mechanism similar to Intervener Compensation, which is a form of utility funding available to parties much later, during the regulatory review period, used to underwrite the cost of analysis of utility plans independent of utility oversight. Similarly, ATC funded the Energy Initiative’s work. The participants were provided access to all documents and information they need to perform their analysis, 

selected and hired  technical experts to perform the analysis, and granted the right to form their own conclusions based on the facts and their analysis.  

The Energy Initiative assembled again in 2005 to evaluate a proposed transmission line project from the Milwaukee area to the Madison area and concluded in late 2005 that the project is not needed at this time. ATC has indefinitely postponed that project based on the review and evaluation of the Energy Initiative.
“The fact that this collaborative model was used for on two separate proposals and resulted in very different conclusions, demonstrates the credibility and integrity of the process,” said Williamson. “Establishing the need early and convincingly is a responsible way to settle the inevitable public debate over need. Now we need to get on with the work needed in Dane County.”

###

ATC plans, constructs, operates, maintains and will expand its transmission facilities to provide adequate and reliable transmission of power. ATC provides nondiscriminatory service to all customers, supporting effective competition in energy markets without favoring any market participant. A member of the Midwest ISO regional transmission organization, ATC owns approximately 8,900 miles of transmission lines with a total investment in facilities of $1.3 billion in portions of Wisconsin, Michigan, Minnesota and Illinois. For more information, visit our Web site at www.atcllc.com.
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